Inside Story:

HOW NAZIS TRADED REFUGEE

LIVES FO

By ERWIN SAVELSON
Copyright, 1045, N. ¥. Mirror

Three months before V-E Day, an innocuous
paragraph appeared in New York newspapers date-

lined Berne, Switzerland.

The story, last February, related that a convoy of 1,200
starved Jewish refugees from the Theresienstadt concentration
camp in Austria had arrived safely in Kreuzilingen, Switzerland.

The busy world shrugged off this brief despatch. News of
greater importance was in the offing. The Allies were putting

the final squeeze on Hitler. Armies hammered at the gates of
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Dr. Isooc Levine of New York (3rd from left) end Dr. Sam Schmidt of Cincinneti
(right), Yood Hotiola representatives, ore shown of Villejuif, Fronce, with some
of the children daringly and ingeniously saved from exterminction.
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Poyment to freedom. Check for $100,000 wes cobled fo secret
operators af St. Gollen, Switzerlond, direct from sidewalks of N. Y.
With it, lsooc Sternbuch soved thousends in decth comps.

Berlin. Nazidom was on the brink of doom.

But if the paragraph escaped attention of millions, it
did not fail to puzzle many Americans. For the story from
Berne said the 1,200 were liberated after negotiations with
none other than Heinrich Himmler, head of the dreaded

Gestapo.

Readers could not reconcile
this with the fact that Himmler
had with a mere wave of a finger
sent millions to death in gas and
torture chambers,

“Oh, well,” saild many, “he
figures the jig is up, so he's
trying to get on our good side.”

In part, that was true. Himm.
ler was sweating to find a means
of convincing the American pub-
lic he was not such a bad fellow.

But now, for the first time, the
Mirror can reveal that Himmler
did not free those 1,200 because
of his humanitarian feelings.

He did it for the biggest double.
cross Hitler ever experienced—a
$5,000,000 attempted bribe in ex-
change for the lives of 300,000
innocent people.

|  Thrilling Intrigune |

Behind this amazing story of
Nazi double-dealing within their
own ranks lay six years of thrill.
ing ‘international intrigue—direct.
ed right from the sidewalks of
New York.

The story of some of the means
employed to rescue thousands
from Nazi death camps will
officially revealed for the first
time Dec. 17, by Mayorelect
O’Dwyer, former Treasury Secre
tary Morgenthau and John W,
Pehle, ex-director of the War Ref-
Ggee Board.

They will be honored at a din-
ner that night at the Hotel As-
tor by Vaad Hatzala—the Reha
bilitation Committee—which func-
tioned secretly for six years to
save oppressed peoples through
a network of underground agents
on three continents.

The manner in which Himmler
was outwitted and how a $300,
000 bribe left for him in a Swiss
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REPORT OF A MIRACLE
This wos the thrilling rodiogrom
fo Union of Orthodoxr Robbis
of U. S. end Conodo lost Feb.
It told of the deliverance of
1,200 victims from Theresien-

stod! concentration comp.
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bank 18 now being used to reha

bllitate victims of the Gestapo is

be |one of the most fascinating to

come out of the war,

It is second only to the at
humanitarian efforts of g:pe
Pius XII to save thousands of
Jewish children and adults from
almost certain death. The Pontiff
also made a financlal contribu.
tion for the relief of distressed
Jews in Hungary.

Mirror reporters have learned
how the Holy See intervened to
hide Jewish children in non-jew-
ish homes and later restored them
to Jewish agencies; how high-
ranking Catholic prelates in New
York met with Jewish clergymen
to discuss aid for victims abroad;
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4 how the Vatican intervened to ex-9

act a promise from Nazis to halt
extermination camps.

The story of Vaad Hatzala—
in reality the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis of the United States and
Canada—is one of death-defying
agents who bribed their way
right into concentration camps.

Right en Border 1k

(Other photoa on Centerfold)

A famed rabbl from Neutra,
Czechoslovakia, stalked like 8
ghost through Naz -infested ter-
ritory, rescuing hapless peogele,
until he was slain by the S
tapo.

| King Helped |

‘The King of Sweden and Count
rnadotte were interested in the
h jtarian work and helped

With the pennies, dimes, quar-
ters and dollars from New York
they set up a secret underground
right on the Swiss border, head-
ed by 17 Swiss businessmen.

When the United States entered
the war, the Vaad Hatzala Emer-
gency Committee functioned
through the War Refuge Board
and not one penny of hundreds

bot thousande of dollars was spent

without government approval
and scrutiny.

Trained agents in neutral coun-
tries established contacts with un-
derground resistance workers in
enemy territory. The wife of an
underground agent in Switzer
land took her life into her hands
and traveled right into Berlin to
negotiate for the ssfe conduct of
children,

High Nazi and Gestapo officials
yielded to bribery; Polish, Czech
and Hungarian patriots smuggled
food packages and passports right
into camps under the noses of
guards; in some cases bribed

guards even signed receipts for
packages.

feed without cost almost 1,000
refugees liberated through the
War Refugee Board and private
agencies.

Nearly $20,000,000 in private
funds were licensed by the Treas.
ury Dept. for transfer abroad
for private rescue and relief pro-
jects under guidance and contro)

jof the

©Of this amount the Joint Dis
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tribution  Comrnittee provided
$15,000,000; Vaad Hatzala, $1,000,

000 and the World Jewish Con-
gress, $300,000.

Latin American sympathizers
furnished thousands of faked
passports to save victims trapped
not only at Dachau and other in-
famous camps, but in one known
instance smuggled a visa right
into the Warsaw Ghetto. The
Ghetto later was wiped out in an
historic Jast stand by Polish
Jews.

These and many other in
triguing stories were revealed to
the Mirror by the men directly in-
volved in the fight to save as
many 8s they could from Hitler.
It vost the Vaad $5,000,000, but
it was worth every penny spent

HE WAR IS OVER, but these six
T articles reprinted from the
New York Mirror should be a
powerful reminder. Intolerance
and terrorism such as the Nazis
practised have no place on this
carth; never should we allow this
threat to revive.
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Sunday, December 9, 1945

Nazis Dealt
In Lives Of
Children
For Profit

Saved through efforts of
underground operators and
cesh negotiations with Nazis,
these children of all nation-
slities ere shown safe in
Switzerland. They converged
from many hiding places.
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TWIN SISTERS
Ruth end Dina
Neuer, born in Vi-
_enna in 1938, fled
the Nazis with their
parents, who leter
disappeared in the
European mael-
strom. Twins finally
were brought to
Switzerland by the

unde-ground.
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POLISH-BORN Michae! Urich, |1, was
sent to Germany to labor in factory.
He was smuggled out of Reich.
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