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DPA SERIES: THE NAZI HOLOCAUST - SERIES Il — The Nazi Party regarded liberalism, democracy, socialism and communism
as destructive Jewish notions whose only aim was the eradication of all that was right in the world. Racism and anti-Semitism had
prevailed throughout Europe since the Middle Ages. But it was only in Germany that they became official policy. By 1924, the
Nazi Party was publishing a torrent of materials condemning Jews. They were described as the main cause of all German mis-
fortunes. The party claimed, “The German people constituted the highest stratum of the Nordic-Aryan race, while the Jews
were a sub-human (Untermensch) race who perpetually undermined the sound structure of world affairs and sought to usurp the
authority and leadership of the superior race.” In a 1920 speech, Hitler shouted: “It is our duty to arouse, to whip up, and to in-
cite in our people the instinctive repugnance of the Jews.” The above photo aid shows a poster used in the economic boycott
against Jews. It reads: “Germans, defend yourselves! Do not buy at Jewish shops!” The government called for a general boycott
of Jewish shops and conducted a nationwide publicity campaign to support the operation. The boycott lasted one day, April 1,
1933. But the Nazi press warned that it was “merely a dress rehearsal.”
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