8 DPA SERIES: THE NAZI HOLOCAUST - SERIES Il — In 1933, 37,000 Jews left the fatherland. Those who felt pessimistic and could afford to emigrate, left first. About 300,000 of the
half million Jews living in Germany were able to get out before the holocaust began. Unfortunately, many thousands more could have left had it not been for the closed door
policy of the free nations. Under President Roosevelt's leadership, an international effort (the Evian Conference) brought 32 nations together at Evian, France (1938), to discuss ways
to find homes for refugees. The Nazis sent word that they would be happy to allow the emigration of Jews at $250 per person, or $1,000 per family, but this offer was turned
down. The democracies debated and moralized, but none of them removed their immigration quotas. In a speech to the Reichstag on January 30, 1939, Hitler sarcastically said:
“It is a shameful example to observe today how the entire democratic world dissolves in tears of pity but then, in spite of its obvious duty to help, closes its heart to the poor, tor-
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