The note states that according to the reports in possession
of the Polish Government, of a total of three million, one hundred
and thirty thousand Polish Jews, more than one-third, has already
been exterminated, and ends with the appeal for * condemning
the crimes, punishing the criminals and devising means offering
the hope that Germany might be effectively restrained from
continuing to apply her methods of mass extermination.”

This morning, the Governments of the United Nations of the
European Continent united their voices with those of the Powers
in a solemn declaration, expressing their unshakable determina-
tion to cauterise with red-hot iron the evil which so dangerously
infects the German people.

It is tragic to contemplate that this policy of extermination
applied to the Jews by the German Government is being carried
out with the active help or, at least, support of a considerable
section of the German people, while the remaining part of that
people allow it to pass in silence.

I know that in a totalitarian regime it is not easy to protest,
but the occupied nations nevertheless find the means to manifest
their will and their opposition to the barbarous methods of
Germany.

When I think of the German nation, so powerful in its armed
might and owning so gigantic a war machine, and at the same
time so cowardly accepting the destruction of an entire race, the
representatives of which, such as Heine, Mendelssohn and Einstein
contributed so much to the glory of Germany’s civilisation and,
on the other hand, when I think of my own nation, which itself
is being. massacred and nevertheless is capable of such acts of
defiance and compassion as the demolition by Polish workers of
a part of the wall which surrounds the ghetto of Warsaw, then 1
cannot help thinking how small is this mighty German nation—
and how measureless is its infamy.

Civilised words and remonstrances are to-day of no avail where
that nation is concerned. The bloody crimes call out for justice
without mercy, and the assurance that even now they will receive
their answer in ever more telling deeds as the might of the United
Nations grows and as the hour of judgment approaches apace.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The purpose of this publication is to make public the contents
of the Note of December 10th, 1942, addressed by the Polish
Government to the Governments of the United Nations concerning
the mass extermination of Jews in the Polish territories occupied
by Germany, and also other documents treating on the same
subject. ,

In the -course of the last three years the Polish Government has
lodged a number of protests with the Governments of the civilised
countries of the world condemmning the repeated violations by
Germany of International Law and of the fundamental princi-
ples of morality since September 1st, 1939, i.e. since Germany’s
aggression against Poland.

In the Note of May 8rd, 1941, presented to the Governments
of the Allied and Neutral Powers the Polish Government gave
a comprehensive survey of the acts of violence perpetrated against
the population of Poland, of offences against religion and cultural
heritage and destruction of property in Poland. An extract
of this Note, together with a large amount of corroborating -
material, has been published in the form of a White Book.*

Since the publication of the White Book, however, many
increasingly brutal acts of violence and terror have been com-
mitted by German authorities in Poland. In recent months
these persecutions have been directed with particular violence
against the Jewish population, who have been subjected to new
methods calculated to bring about the complete extermination
of the Jews, in conformity with the public statemenis made by
the leaders of Germany. ' ;

In the hope that the civilised world will draw the appropriate
conclusions, the Polish Government desire to bring to the motice
of the public, by means of the present White Paper, these renewed
German efforts at mass extermination, with the employment of
Jresh horrifying methods.

* Republic of Poland, Ministry of Foreign Affairs : ¢ The German Occupation
of Poland,” Ewxtract of Note addressed to the Governments of the Allied and
Neutral Powers on May 3, 1941. London and New York.

The < White Book> was subsequently translated into several languages, i.a., -
French and Spanish.
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REPUBLIC OF POLAND LoNDON,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs December 10th, 1942

Your Excellency,

On several occasions the Polish Government have drawn
the attention of the civilised world, both in diplomatic
documents and official publications, to the conduct of the
German Government and of the German authorities of
occupation, both military and civilian, and to the methods
employed by them “in order to reduce the population to
virtual slavery and ultimately to exterminate the Polish
nation . These methods, first introduced in Poland, were
subsequently, applied in a varying degree, in other countries
occupied by the armed forces of the German Reich.

2. At the Conference held at St. James’s Palace on January
138th, 1942, the Governments of the occupied countries
‘“ placed among their principal war aims the punishment,
through the channel of organised justice, of those guilty
of, or responsible for, those crimes, whether they have ordered
them, perpetrated them, or participated in them .

Despite this solemn warning and the declarations of
President Roosevelt, of the Prime Minister, Mr. Winston
" Churchill, and of the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs,
M. Molotov, the German Government has not ceased to
apply its methods of violence and terror. The Polish
Government have received numerous reports from Poland
testifying to the constant intensification of German persecu-
tion of the subjected populations.

8. Most recent reports present a horrifying picture of the
position to which the Jews in Poland have been reduced.
The new methods of mass slaughter applied during the last
few months confirm the fact that the German authorities
aim with systematic deliberation at the total extermination
of the Jewish population of Poland and of the many thousands
‘of Jews whom the German authorities have deported to
Poland from Western and Central European countries and
from the German Reich itself.

The Polish Government consider it their duty to bring

to the knowledge of the Governments of all civilised countries

the following fully authenticated information received from

Poland during recent weeks, which indicates all too plainly
4

the new methods of extermination adopted by the German
authorities.

4. The initial steps leading to the present policy of exter-
mination of the Jews were taken already in October, 1940,
when the German authorities established the Warsaw ghetto.
At that time all the Jewish inhabitants of the Capital were
ordered to move into the Jewish quarter assigned to them
not later than November 1st, 1940, while all the non-Jews
domiciled within the new boundaries of what was to become
the ghetto were ordered to move out of that quarter. The
Jews were allowed to take only personal effects with them,
while all their remaining property was confiscated. All
Jewish shops and businesses outside the new ghetto boun-
daries were closed down and sealed. The original date for
these transfers was subsequently postponed to November
15th, 1940. After that date the ghetto was completely.
closed and its entire area was surrounded by a brick wall,
the right of entry and exit being restricted to the holders
of special passes, issued by the German authorities. All
those who left the ghetto without such a pass became liable
to sentence of death, and it is known that German courts
passed such sentences in a large number of cases.

5. After the isolation of the ghetto, official intercourse
with the outside world was maintained through a special
German office known as ¢ Transferstelle . Owing to totally
inadequate supplies of food for the inhabitants of the ghetto,
smuggling on a large scale was carried on; the Germans
themselves participated in this illicit trading, drawing con-
siderable incomes from profits and bribes. The food rations
for the inhabitants of the ghetto amounted to about a pound
of bread per person weekly, with practically nothing .else.
As a result, prices in the ghetto were on an average ten times
higher than outside, and mortality due to exhaustion,
starvation and disease, particularly during the last two
winters, increased on an unprecedented scale. During the
winter 1941-1942 the death rate, calculated on an annual
base, has risen to 18 per cent., and during the first quarter
of 1942 increased still further. Scores of corpses were
found in the streets of the ghetto every day.

6. At the time when the ghetto was established the whole
population was officially stated to amount to 438,000,
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