ANZERIC. N OCCUPATION WOLENS VOLUNTARY SERVICE
CIRCLZ OF COOPZIATION BULLETIN NO. 1
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PROGRESS OF "OMINS AGTIVITIES THROUGHQUT THE ZONE AMD
ON THDZ FIRST CONFIRENCIS HILD IN FRANIFURT J.XULRY 13 and 14, 1948,

women ;1v:‘g in the U.S, Occupied Zcne of Germeny

¥ : 11y coumen forthelr ikeen undb:stu;dlng of the obliga-
ns involved in carrying . forwerd the Occupation Il7ission and for the
T nd enerasy t“ej have shown in their determination to play an
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1 7s the success of the Occupation.
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sty R o s tine is aov at hand ‘“en Military
neadcuarters of the .mericun Zone Lus expressed the wish that we work
closely and in cooperation with the Public Informaticn Offices througt
cut the Zone. The wish of Headquurters in this respect is nro“pted b\
the constructive desire that news of what we are accomplishing nay

crought to the ;tL¢ toin of our friends at Lome in .merica. This, we
pigmen uel“eVp is also an excellent way of showing our appreciation

n
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«f the assist &”cc afforded us by understanding people at Lonme, who
lieve peen so lLelpful 1 ine susplies. Ve are grateful for this
opportunity of carrying b v who .2y not have been hither
to aware of whalt we are to accomplish. In this way ve may per-
haps obtein more supnl ide program vhich has made

such tremendous prozrecs
One of the mcotivating factors behind the thought that led
to the formation cf in er. Occupation “'oriens Voluntury Service was
the realization, Ly wou ining theilr husvends here in the-U. S,
Zone, that Germeny 3 surrender had :.ade the Cernan
people in a sense, our lerafore cur moral ohliga-
tion to assist them to ielp theus o back on thelr feet; that
at the same time, Lowever, this d not :.een more was to be done for
the Gerrans than for our fo‘Lvr A

Since the Summer of 1940, the wor been going
on., But it was not until more viives b ieir husbands la’
in 1946 thet & neuclus of approxinctely o in Frankfurt
and discussed the desirability of organizing cn @& larrer sealel, . in
crder tc prepare the groundwork iIor possible Zone-wlde operation, it
was decided to set forth in nlet the policies, 0r1n01ples and
methods of procedure. It v >d thet this pamphlet should be
mede to serve two purposes; sent a plan fcr working with
reedy German families, hospite stc., which could be adonted by

various sroups of wemen over Zone or even oy'*nilv;duOW worien
desirous of »laying an inderg ent part in suech a program; the other
purpose, to use tie JQNQLLet as an infornative enclosure when writing
~ome to frisnds recuesting supplies for our work. This pamphlet at-
sempted to anticipuate (ue tions which, it was felt, :1ight arise
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shrough lack of understunding, in the :inds of individuals here or
at home, us to why women in the U.S. Zone should be interested in

orking with the Germen people.

Because of our deterriination not to becorie involved poli-
tically, it was resolved to call upon the cooperation of the Cerman
ed Cross throughcoat the Zone; accordingly, meetings with the organi-
‘ation were Leld, and an AQVVS directive was sent to the rain German
ed Cross offices in this Zone. The directive called upon German
ied Cross offices and their dependencies to follow the policy of
A0 VS wihen approached by anerican wonen for cooperztion, and to
3upply names, addresses &nc gurtlcaic s of Individual needy German
families, of bunkers or air raid shelters, of needy German centers
and communities in diificult circu:istances, and where outside help
had not veen afforded., They were asked, :oreover, to Lelp imerican
women find the irost advantegeous _laces to work, according to the
needs of local U,S. organized groups or of individual women not
affiliated with such groups. In return for the helpful cooperation
of the Germen Red Cross we would help themn do the work they would
normelly perform if they had supplies. It naturally followed, that
cmerican women, chcosing the Germen Red Cross as a channel of co-

uperation, in effect became automaticelly members of L0 VS. How-

zver, it never has been the desire of LOV8 to ecntrol or interfere
with the operations of women working individually or in groups
tnroughout the 7Zone. ather it has enccuraged local groups to build

R
thelr own programs under whatever name they chose. A0 VS merely

offered a working plen. *he plan hed been tried and proven vorkable.
It was considered hich we adopted as a specific channel
of dinterest either . sroups. or for individual viomen,
Looaralnsly, LO'VS 1eke aveilable established channels
of cooperation aad ng so dSbfuLly afforded vy the non-
Jolitical orsaniiat Guirmen Red Cross. The purpose of the
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plan is double-barrelled, It aims to carry Lome to the German
people, through a percsonalized contect and distribution of essential
needs, the principle of tiie good neéighbor; moreover, and no less
important - it aims thus to combat gatl-bJ,_lcgn elements in the
zocne who attempt to hinder successful progress of tihe Occupation

2y spreading narmful propaganda., In otker words, ocur personal con-
tacts and practical interest in the Germans goes far to dispel un-
favorable propaganda, and the suspicicn thet it undoubtedly engen-
aerns .

=Anduise, tbeecause: of our progoem ue¢_g the thing we &ll
velieved in, its popularity grew zo that by June of 1947 we were
able to estimate thet about BOOL L omen “ad adopted it's line of
plrocedure within their own resnective groups to carry forward this
numanitarian and constructive eorik.

It is fitting that we should explain the boundaries of
A0°VS do not embrace dependents alone, for nany women, - American
and frow among our war time sllies, engeged in office work through-
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The Jjobs they respectively perforn enjoy widu spread nriisce.. ' And
) RipLctly desgrve @by Ono of (these anieni "tloﬂc is German
Icuth setivitics sponscred by the “Hvr‘ccn Armj throushout the
onc; the other is Orphens Incorporated, which beegen in " renkfurt
=nd hes been the inspiretion f0¢ the adopticn of its nrogZram by
Sovenaililimi i LRy posts. '

L S T 6 G i liksre Yo o | irankfart, (we were Ffortiunete
te havae hkad cprescentative il esé comﬂerLHT\ programs. | Kna
*nnfqrcnc; T f1d ' fon. ~rom the vory oupsos
Shergsbroveilied o :cration not only
Wieng ehy srouoe oLlr rins connectLonwi b oS
fenmole ' Hus in i OQLLL, workKing acoordingito othur prineinleson
couration such as OGYA and OJDLuﬁD Incorporatoud. for instance,
Beonod monen Twho mieht 06 cngoged In'w u;ting Temitides «end sholnta
bo:donated a :upﬁT (eI o o b s IS T ws that the

ibution effa :d would
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sEieducational Y O rialkifog
Beesand piidss dn thelr orogram,  0On Dh; othqr hand ..00VS workers
would be in & positien 'to distributc purishable foods which should

bavdistributed without too nue.. - ¢ay efter & fullldigtributtonass
mags by an organization such as Jzphens Intoirporetoed.

Afvexr ilistenin geh vl es it ent

wide sprcead cgpuv’s, Ve discidcd 14 43 cost ‘bancficliall to
Rt once Syory s T bEis point,) kirg. i B. Babis,
eresidentoor the i s Ciub issucd & wvery kxind invitabion
Tarerpic next noeting in-May whieb will bo held in thet city. Ehe
invitaetion niet with ell «round enthusiastie ac gcoptance 'and in-
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sentativus from centors who wore present,
tery Posts who had not chq contected in

Citel conferande, t is our sincerc intenticn
téin supplivs for the wverious independent

3 gin & eclosc frienddyiaad

GvEl, whehwhole W nenes

Glyded ot oniy

but from vurious
time to attend the
to ‘ulp cech O’Lh\;*
uut;VltluS end

omen thrvoughout the Zoac have independently rocussted

gusplies forvtheir % Sy end now we .are happy to announce that
should an outstending supply. of considerablce bulk bhg offcred by
any indivigual, -an; perticular groun, -~or busincss kouqv at home,
GO e iwonen cerrying on bhc 3 of 0 WS uwither independently Dit
with & szroupn of wouen, -1 stance is requircd o arrengs ToR
Shipping the donation Iren Ancrica, sihc should irmciiately contaet
ho #OWVS Co-ordiancting 0fficy, c/o A1l ted C;nt'ci Socbion, i Has

SCOL WO TS T S Arty, by twmll or folephons (Frankfurt 22 B
M
e

denation will not los¢ its 1nilv1jumjlt* pfabuline sentl COUE
Dé 1oul g ;v);,ev“ubtlvv, but we apg in & position to holp HEn
gavacim el opddivery scanand frce of cost.
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On the other hand, when ’cnutﬂo“s ere mede direct to AQUVS,
rot nentiong a specifiec worker, - and which I believe is eminent due
oL the amcunt of Tecent thllc ty in Anerlca; the supplies will Dbe
L Lo Frankiurt end iron there distributed anong the groups (Depnes
znted in the current bulletin of our Zone wide circle of cooperation.

ret which was deenly fe by every repnresentative
spting > that we had be uneble to reach many more
16 Zcne, so that our network could be coriplete at tLhe

eeting in Munich will
vetin 1s that we may

ﬂﬂbdy this. Our mgin reason for
L our Leconfierence

Bhien ohe 1l itary Posts, whoeviese n
s soonas possible.

o

n
However we hope the

Y

L,

0

o

dhe co-ordinating oifice of L0V
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iaotnding nanes of »narticular donars,
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1 3 l‘at of ‘two women in e.¢h

e publielityv aceoraing to the ple. on Offices-
el iaboached directive, and secon for the
Stceptance orf' supplies/which the Co-ordinsting send from
;’m@ to Chlevand which ecen be distributed to locel groups atithe

Lo ordey to alliow sufficient for) the Tinst. reperts: veicpie
garRom toe 111 tary Posts whieh u ately viere not representafl
R fir st aeelingy «s mell ge L tes who were presents
o mequss < ‘anlktfurt offf iice {nen
faiber  tha ' are incorporated in &
pulleti contributing center will
regcelive egutonatically be in a poOSTEEEE
RO Trceeive & . which might oI in Frankfurt
qurlpg Thak monk ¢ The DullvaL 1 go to oress 1 bhe 25
Sl s e ven dc of ieaen slonch ) 80 tha hey mey be pronptly Sbnt out to |
pacitcenter on the fir C sach “oat¢. Plcasg present contri-
putionsg in the nmenner you wish them tec be printed. ;

At the present tis is & new 40 V3 pamphlet being pre-
Pedad, which will b“lng d cne up to date, aid ‘llch we hop
Bhahe L vocdy. ‘Tor distr notylater n'tl A dlieon T’rch i
i 12 encorporate psor i Jnd ncw developments
sXpressed ids bulle Ve  oroud of 'worlcniue
Haveiboen L1 g o leonta zn)l, co;i“s, They
Bl S OTOVE Greailiy el es when requesting sup-
RRiSS ron America,

Tv b suzcested bthat & Gern:n'printing press be contacheds

B may Tequest a suvplyof paper, but usuullj & miscellancous suppl:
i mCCu? able and can be collected frea the local U.S,. womens groups =
in return the press will no doubt substituts their own paper which
W 1 S

l &llow the uOOflut torbe uniform in @ppearance, Prices areives
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