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B crore he joined the Century City ·firm this 
. . year , attorney Jeffrey N. Mausner d evo ted 

six and a half years to a fascinating and unusua l 
legal pursuit- tli e tracking down and prosec u 
tion of suspected Nazi war criminals living in the 
U.s, !,1ausner did tllis as a trial attorney for the 
Office of Special Inves tigations a speci a l unit 
established in 1979 in the U.S. Justice De pa rt
ments Criminal Division. 

Mausne r says he applied for the job beca u se 
he 'always Ilas Ilad very strong fee lings about 
the Holocaust and a be lief that the peopl e WllO 
perpetrated it should be brought to justice." Dur
ing hi s stint Witll ttl e agency . proceedings were 
initiated aga inst about 4 5 alleged Nazi war 
criminals. Of those, about 20 now have been 
stripped of their U.S. citizensllip and about I I 
have been deported. Mausner worked o n m any o f 
the cases, inte rv ieW ing de fendants and witn esses 
Ilere and abroad , and seeing tile tim e-cons uming 
cases ttlrough til e co urts. 

U.S. law does n o t a llow for cr imin al prosec u
tion of alleged NiJZ i war criminal s in this cou ntry 
so 051 attorneys procee d agai nst th em in c iv il 
court under t he immigration laws. Fi rst tlle y 
see k to strip til e a ll eged cr im i nals of tll e ir 
cit ize n sh ip and th en to Il ave th em deported. Oc
casion a ll y , an otll er co untry requests ex trad i t i o n 
of a suspected Naz i . ~1 a u s n er ttlinks it i s a 
sham e that th e Ge rm a n s do not see k m o re ex
tradition s , s in ce tll ey a re much speedier and 
s ince Germany is til e country responsible for 
the Holoca ust. " 

Wily did t he federal nove rtlment wait unt il 
1979 to begi n a con ce rted effor t to hunt dowll 
and deport Naz is? '1 ,1lIsne r exp la in s tllat 111u (' ll 
key e\ idence \\?!s unZl\'ai lable becau se [aste rn 
Bloc nat iolls were llnwilling to cooperate w itll t il e 
U.S. In add i tio n , he says . U.S. offici a ls unti l re
cent years had tended to accept the clailll'; of 
Naz is that they Ivere mere ly refugees tr(,)I11 Com-
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munisl1l , and the public h ad not grasped the 
lllagnitute of Nazi at roc ities during World Wa r II. 

Mausner says the cross -exa mination skill s 11 e 
developed during Ilis years at the Justice Dep art
m ent serve him we ll in hi s new positi o n as Il ead 
of litigation for the firm of 'Be rman and B lan
c ll a rd . The firm has severa l attorneys and 
spec iali zes in litigat ion in th e a reas of securities , 
tax , co pyrigh t and trademark wron gfu l te rmin a
tion , unfa ir compet i t ion a lid entertai nm ent. 

" At t he J u stice Departm e n t. ' ;"'iausner says , 
did a g reat deal of t ri a l work in federal courts . In 
most of o ur cases , it was important to get til e 
defendant to ad m it certa in facts- that 11 C Ilad 
se rve d in a certa in pos i tion durinq til e war , tllat 
ce rta in doc umc nts were a uthenti c . or that iLl' 
had bee n in volved in persec ution of civ ili dlls. 
T ile defendant I,n el'; that il lLe adm it ted 1I10-;[' 

things , it was lllore l ike ly lIe \~()ulc1 lo';c ilis 
citize nship a n(1 be deported. NCl'er tile less 
t hrou gh careful cross -exa minat ion , it \\',15 o ltc n 
possib le to ~lct til e (1cfenda n t to admit til e facts. ' 

For exa mpl e. !V]ausner co n t itlll ec1 . '1 c ross ex
dmined one indilidual who dd rni tted that il e had 

served as a concentration camp guard and that 
he had guarded J ews who were to be murdered. 
There were severa l cases I tried against Nazis 
where the most crucial evidence against them 
were admissions that they made at their depos i
tion or at the trial. In comparison , cross
examining a business person in a civil case to 
get him to admit certain facts is relatively easy. " 

The Justice Departm ent's effort to locate . and 
deport Nazi w a r criminals is continuing, Mausner 
says , but is " ge tting harde r all the time, " Most of 
the suspects and witnesses s till alive are in the ir 
seveilties or e ighties, and the civil proced ures 
can take years. 

Another probl em Mausner faced as a Nazi 
hunter was the e ffort of some groups in this 
country to discredit ev idence (docume nts a n<;l 
videotaped t est imony) obtained from the Soviets . 
" I have seen m a ny witnesses in the Sov iet Uni o n 
t es tify and I believe that most of them a re t e ll ing 
the truth," Mausne r says. He thinks the Sov'ie t s 
are willirig t o coope ra te honest ly with U.S. ef forts 
to prosecute Nazis beca use the Soviets " suffere(j 
very greatly whe n til e Nazis conl roll ed parts of 
the Soviet Union , and they want to br i ng the 
Nazis who murde red the ir peoplc-wllct hcr 
Je wish or not Jews - to justice .' 

Mausner continued his a n t i-Nazi work by .pro
viding leg a l ass is t a n'ce to Scf10lar'i assoc iated 
w ith til e Simon Wi esentha l Center in L.A . T il e 
ce nte r works c lose ly w i th th e ,Jus ti ce [)epilrtlll cn t 
to track dOWll Wdr c r iminals and maintains <'1 

Ho loca ust M use U1l1 . 
Ma u sn cr says he enjoyed \VOL hillg wi th 

Washington , D. C. but prefcl 5 L.A. He ~lr acl u <lt e(i 
from Cornell LalA' Schoo l. As all li!l dcr~j1"It1u ;'ll e dt 
Brown Univcrsity lIe lll a jore cl in pol iticJl ,;c ic n ee 
and min o red ill physics. The physics 11(' 'Sill'S , 

provided " a good rinorou s tr'.1i n i n9 for the 
mind. ~ 

If you ha,!-e any information r egarding Century 
City lawyers, please let u s know by contacting 
Mr. I\ohn d t 652 · /442, 

Lawrence M. I\ohn is a marketing consulta nt. , 
producer I host of the radio progrdm. ' /t ' .. Your 
Business." on KIEV .Radio 87 ,-tM, ,I'"onday night~ 
dt 6 p .m., and owner of Keep in Tou ch , t he 
newsletter service. 
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