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Lawrence Kohn

Century City Lawyer 

B efore he joined the Century City ·firm this 
. . year , attorney Jeffrey N. Mausner devoted 

six and a half years to a fascinating and unusual 
legal pursuit - the tracking down and prosecu
tion of suspected Nazi war criminals living in the 
U.S, Mausner did this as a trial attorney for the 
Office of Special Investigations a special unit 
established in 1979 in the U.s. Justice Depart
ment ·s Criminal Division. 

' Mausner says he applied for the job because 
he 'always has had very strong feelings about 
the Holocaust and a belief that the people WllO 
perpetrated it should be brought to justice, " Dur
ing Ilis stint with the agency proceedings were 
initiated against about 45 alleged Nazi war 
criminals. Of tllOse , about 20 now have been 
stripped of their U.S. citizenship and about II 
have been deported. Mausner worked on many of 
the cases, interviewing defendants and witnesses 
here and abroad , and see ing the tim e-consuming 
cases tllro ugll the courts. 

U.S. lel\" d oe s no t a llow for cril11in a l prosecu
tion ot a lleged Nazi wa r criminals in this country 
so 051 attorneys proceed against th em in civil 
court under the immigra ti o n laws. First th ey 
seek t o s trip the alleg ed c ril11inals of th e ir 
c itizensllip and then to have tllel11 depo rted. Oc
casiona Ily , another co un try req uests ex treid i tion 
of a suspected Nazi. Mausner thinks it is a 
shame that th e Germans do not seek more ex
traditions , since they are much speedi e r and 
since Germ any is th e country resp onsibl e for 
the Holoca ust. ' 

Wily did til e federal gove rnment wa i t until 
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III uniSll1 , and tile public. had not grasped tile 
magnitute of Nazi atrocities during World War II. 

Mausner says the cross -examination skills he 
developed during Ilis years a t the Justi ce Depart 
lllent serve hil11 well in his new position as hcad 
of litigation for tile firm of Berman and Blan 
chard. Til e firm has seve ra l attorneys ana -specializes in litigation in th e are as of sec uritics , 
t ax , copyrigllt and trad c mark , wrongful te rmin a
tion , unfa ir cO l11petition and ent.erta inment. 

" At the Justice Departl11cnt. ' Mau snc r sa ys , 
did a grea t deal of tri a l '\fork ill fedcra l co urts, In 
most of our cases , it was important t o get thc 
de fend ant t o admit ce r t ain f ac ts-th at IlC had 
se rved in a ce rtain positi o n during the l\fa r , tha t 
ce rt a in doc llments we re Cl util enti c. or th a t he 
Il ad been inv o lve d in pe rse cution o f c i v ili (l il s . 

served as a concentration camp guard and that 
he had guarded Jews who were to be murdered. 
There were several cases I tried against Nazis 
where the most crucial evidence against them 
were admissions that they made at the ir deposi
tion or at the trial. In comparison, cross
examining a business persori in a civil case to 
get him to admit certain facts is relatively easy. " 
. The Justice Department 's effort to locate . and 
depoi-tNazi war criminals is continuing, Mausner 
says , but is "'getting Ilarder all tile tim e. " Most of 
the suspects and witnesses still alive are in their 
seventies or eighties, and tile civil procedures 
can take years. 

Another problem Mausner faced as a Nazi 
hunter was the effort of some groups in this 
country to discredit evidence (docume nts an<;t 
videotaped testimony) obtained from til e Soviets. 
" I have seen many witnesses in the Sovi e t Union 
testify and I believe that most of them are telling 
the truth ," Mausner says. He thinks th e Sov'iets 
are willillg to cooperate honestly with U.S. efforts 
to prosecute Nazis because the Sovie t s " suffered 
very greatly when the Nazis controlled pa rts of 
tile Soviet Union , and they want to bring the 
Nazis who murdered their people - whethc r 
Jewish or not Jews- to justice.' 

Mausn er continued his anti -Naz i work by .pro
viding legal assistance to sc h olars asso c ia ted 
with the Simon Wi esenthal Cente r in L.A. TllC 
cen tel' work s c losely wi th th e J usti ce Dcp,ntmcn l 
to track down Wdr crimin a ls an d m a inta in s a 
HolocaLlst Museum. 

Mausn er says he enjoyed working w ith 
Washin g t o n , D.c' but prefC I S L.A, He gracludtec1 
from Corn ell Law School. As an lilHJcrq r (lclu a tc dt 

Brown Unive r sity . he m aj o re el i n pol i t ic.11 sc icnce 
and minored in pll y sics. Tll C phy s ics lie 5elYS , 
provided " ;) S!ood riqorou s t L.lin ing fo r I ll e 
mind . ' ~ . 

If you have any information r e g a rding Ce ntury 
City lawyer.s, please let us kno w hy co ntacting 
Mr. I\ohn at 652· 1442. 

1979 to begin a c on ce rt ed effort to 11LInt down 
and deport Nazis? Ma usner explains that much 
key e\iden ce w as un ava il able beca u se Ea ste rn 
Bloc nat ion s h ere unwilling to cooperate w ith t il e 
U,S. In addition , he says , U.S. offici a ls until re 
cent yea rs Il a d t ended t o accept the c la in lS o f 
Nazis th a t tll ey were m ere ly re fugees t r('l lll COIll-

Tile defend ant kn ew th a t it he adl11it ted ttlOS(' 

things , it was more like ly he \vould lo se hi s 
c itizenship a n(1 be ck portcc1. Neverth eless , 
t hrough caref ul cross-exa mina tion , i t was o lten 
possibl e t o g et th e ci e fen d<.l nt to admit til e facts, " 

" Fo r ex ampl e, ' Ma Lt sner continued , " I cro ss ex 
amined on e indi v idu a l wh o dclmitted t.ll a t Il e had 
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Lawrence ,M. I\ohn is a marketing cons ultant, 

producer I host of the radio prog ram .. ·,It ' <; Your 
Business," on I\IEV .Radio 87 AM, ,""onday night!> 
at 6 p.m .. and owner of I\eep in Tou c h , the 
newsletter service. 


