ADDRESS
" at the
Conference of the Coubeil of Jewieh Post~War Orgeniszstions,
Wednesday, April 8, 1970, 7.30 P.M.,
‘at Beverly Hillcrest Hotel, Los Angeles, Ga&&i@y@&a.

Chairmen, representatives of post-war Jewish organizatioms,
ladies ﬂﬂﬁ gan%&«w&nz It is a great honor for me to speak tonight and I

Phexkupiexafxianigk thank you for it.

ﬁh& t@yi@ i& 3 $§ years after the liberation.

There is a great deal to be said about it. I am not a hixt@riaa,
but I would like only to share with you some of my experiences concerning
anti -semitism from my childhood until now.

The purpose of tonight's remarks is to make a comparison between
the pre-war period and the present and draw appropriate conclusions.

I was born &t the most anti-semitic country in Europe, Poland, and
in i%s ””ﬁ? anti-semitic eity Czestochowa, site of the famous cloister
Jasna Gora, a shrine as important to the Polish catholics as Lourdes is
to the Eraa@h.iuggka{

My fathed(that long before I was born there was a fire in that mkuk

cloister and that Jews from allover the city were hurrying to fight the
blage because they were affraid to be accused of arson by the FPoles.

My father was one of those who came to fight the flames.

As a child going to school I remember seeing pickets in front of
Jewish sﬁ& sigr ing - Nie kupuj u 4yda, bo to sdrada, kto
kupuje u ‘}\»%&n* buy from a jjew, by doing so, you
commit XXARHD stes] frem yﬁaxﬁnlf/* and another one, *Zydzi
na Madagascar - Jews to Madagacar -~ alluding to phkams pre-war plans of
the resettlgment of Jews to that French colony off the east coast of
Africa. :

I remember the smearing of walls of synagogues

private and trade schools, gymnasiums, etc.

There was also in the city a domestic help agency , director of whib
which, a converted woman, wife of the director of Bank Handlowy in Czest-
ochowa, ggitated against sending Polish servants to Jewish homes.

I also heard that the Poles were spreading the news that Jews are
using blood from gentile babies to prepare matzohs for Passover.

The Poles used to call the Jews 'Beylis' and the Jews countered wih

'Macoech’.
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hed to start on their own, often assisted by Jewish institutions.

They could hardly make enough to support their families; as you
may recall, Jewish families had many children but little money. They could
hardly afford meat @aﬁ:_ia 2 week, and if so, on Saturday a 'ciulent8.

ls6 U prokperous Jewish families but they were in
the minority. ﬁam were 35.000 Jews in my home town.

' I wa/brought up in a very religious home ~ my father hal@ngm& to
'Mizrachi' - he was also member of the 'Kehila' - Jawmﬁh Community Couneil,
and fouhder of many welfare organizations.

He was my main source of information about anti-gemitism. I learnt
from him a great deal about the situationz of Jéérin Poland.

Every Friday evening, after %&a traditional supper, my father used
to read aloud to us articles from the Jewish papers,'Hajnt' snd 'Moment’.

I even remember the jokes about 'Helemer Nerunem'

My father used to come sometimes late for supper and we were all
waiting for him - as a member of many charitable organizations, hﬁ had often

to arrange for medical and fiﬁaaﬁia& help in an emergency.

Hany of the now a&n&% survivors re too young at that time to
realize what was ghing on - 0 no one should spread the news about the canER
general prosperity of ?ﬂl&ﬁh Jews - if it were so we would not have this
poular saying in Poland "Zydowska nedsza’ ~'Jewish poverty”, Mi‘ﬁ§@4>i [

My mother knew several femilies, whitere people to proud to beg
put on the oven pote with b@li@g water only, ﬁ@&ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ that they were
preparing food fer aabbath,

Many of the prosperous Jewish familiuw gava freely to charity,
to va rious welfare institutions, hospits . Ji!
orphanages, etc. iﬁ%ﬁ%éﬁ/%/

Some of them even gave money for non-jewish purpes here was a
prominent Jew, K@axyk Markusfeld who spent much money for the city fire
department and homghixfux presented it with a fire(ngine truck, named HEL'®
him 'Henrykowka', —_— =

Family ties were close and intimate ~ the parents taught us to
respect them, our relatives, teachers and older people.

No matter how busy and tired they were after a &a s'
well-to-do, ‘they found time in the evenings to discuss
the day's events and especially what hﬂ@%ﬂﬁ#ﬁ at school.

We, the children, were of course certain that we are smart and kg
right and that aur parents are wrong.

Uy four brothersi™ sister attended Jewish private 'gymmasi
Czestochowa, of which my father was one of the founders. At ﬁwﬁ my brothes
| ;:f:ﬁéziﬁa theder' and when they ##M} enrolled at the gymnasium + { had on

a
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and even 'Gemorah', -

I was occasionally listening in, but I did not understand much.

On Saturdays and holidays in the aftrnoon my grandfather used to
tell me stories from the Bible. ‘ ‘ ‘ :

When I was 7 years old I attended a private Polish school, at which
some of the teachers were lay-nuns. There was only another Jewish girl in
that school. I attended that school until my graduation from the sixth clam,

' We had a special permission from the principal not to attend on

Saturdays and Jewish holidays. Our relations with Polish class mates were
very cordial, we playd and visited each other, |

I attended the 7th and 8%th class at the State gymnasium in order to
obtain a diploma ehabling me o enrol at the Wamsaw University.

About 50% of students in this gymngsium'were Jewish. Most of the
Jewish girls were much better students than the Polish. We were affraid af ,
for anti-semitic reasons of the official delegate from the Hinistry of Publie
Bducation in Warsaw, who attended the final examinations and had the right %o
xamine students. o
At the Warsaw University I faced again the anti~-gemitism., In the
beginning I belonged to the'Samopomoc' - Polish Students Selfhelp Organize-
tion and wore, like other students, the traditional white cap with red =i
trimming, ‘

One of the most obvious symptoms of an%ﬁigggaﬁi#m.uax the =szik
establishment of 'numerus clausus’® - forbidding Jews to enrol at certain
faculties. For that reason many of them went %o stugdy abroad.

There was at the University a 'ghetto lawkowe' - separate benches
for Jews only, and bﬁ%&%*“ we opposed it, there were fights among students,
Some of the Poles were ot ashamed to slash Jewish girls' dresses with razor
bladed, ——

There were two pogroms in Czestochowa; one in 1919, when 7 Jews wem
were killed, and in June 1937 . The last one I wittnessed partially myself,
I was at that time in Warsaw and called at once my father as I was

from his business or meetings. he had ross the whole eity.
[ immediately on the railroad station at
th iced a train full of polic
arrived in Czestochowa, and asked the cab driver if

Yiome. He told me that it was all over. |

the Eiz business section on Aleje 2.
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who had to flee from their h;m§<2ﬁ the suburbs.
"~ After thrée days everything came back to normal, Of corse, the
Polish police appeared/wHen the g@gram;vw~’/m&,,g'a{ﬂlgﬂﬂ4€4/ o

The reason for the pogrom was an argument between aj§§§§§hkt&i@£,
Baran, snd a Jew, Pendrak, who in self defense killed the thief, |

| ‘Pendrak got 8 years in primon, inspite of doctor's eand witt-
nesses reports that the killing was accidental and in self defense.

I later learnt that the main leaders of the pogrom were univer-
sity students and two lawyers , my colleagues whg, pelonged to the right
exteemist party the So called Endecja - ﬁ%@ﬁ for National Ei?m@xstiaz@

It was for me a bitter dissapointment,-as Hie Jewish lawyers

had alwaye the best relationship with their #&f¥#H"colleagues. They
always assured ue that we won't have at the courthouse separate lawyer-
rooms like in Warsaw,

There were 36 lawyers in town, the majority was Jewish. We all
belonged to the same associations, like The Polish Lawyer's Association,
Prisgoners’ ﬁg&i&w& Association and some of the very exclusive aﬁ&ﬁ% clubs.

We éw@ang&é card parties, dances, excursions and onece yearly a
grand gala ball., attended by lawyers, judges and public prosecutors from
other cities, Prominent local Jews were also invited.

Inspite of my young age I was a board member of these associations

and was for many years chairman of the Annual Ball,

Shortly before Warld War II one of my best Polish friends,
a young and liberal judge, gave me to understand , that becayse of

Fallwding of

growing trend of anti-semitism in Poland.,

The same judge advised one of my Jewish coleagues who was an
excellent assistant judge in civil eases at the Distriet Court that if
he intends %o become a life time jJudge , he should convert to catholie
Tawyer instead.
me a lawyer as a Jew in 1937 was very hard - the lawyers'
100 applicants - 90 Jews and 10 gewkkms géntiles-
bar examinations. From this number all ten
' Jews:~ 5 men and one woman, myself.

L st it oesocearey § fim 11y puaen
9 » ¢ Prosecutor, I went to the pre-

He was very much surprised with an
answered that he is not in favor of women judges. » and after a while
I t0ld him that Mrs.Grabowska ﬁﬂﬁyjﬁﬁﬁ‘mmmm%mtna R S



Juvenile Court in Sosnowi ] barzows 7O .
"That's right} he said,"but the are wives of judges?

I had the courage to tell him that he meant that to become a
3&&@% I have to marry a judge first. I assured him that I will marry a judge
bﬁ&/@iﬁiﬁgé§§&n an attorney.mysmkf:

I remember when in summer 1938 a group of Jews escaped from
Czechoslovakia - theyerossed the river on the Polish hamxdmx border illegally
They were brough to Czestochowa and put in jail. in the prison on Zawodzie,
Ve defended them without fee and ap; a&gg to the judge %o give them rather
long prison senteces than to extradite them to Czechoslovakialt was heartbre:
king how the women deseribed the crossing of the river, carrying children in
their arms, some drowned and some were killed by the Czech frontier guards.

Our pleas were in vain - an extradition order was issued and all
these poor Jeys jz(fxaaa%sﬁ by the Czechoslgwgake on the border immediately

after their return , ~

A few weeks before the outbreak of World War II I had a discussio
with a very close friend, a judge at the Apellate Court~Criminal Division, whi
was a Polish aristocrat. He told me that in his opinion %hst in case of war
Jews should not be permitted to fight at the front.

I can not describe how bitter and shocked I was -~ my youngest
brother was already in the Polish army on the German boarder and my other
two brothers were expecting to be called up any minute!

From my older colleagues I learnt that when they were students
at the University 1ln 1919 - 1920, during the :égiﬁ with the bolcheviks,
they volunteered to the Polish Army, but instead of going to the front they
were interned ﬂﬁ%& @amg:d%yéaklaﬂaa* There was even a song written about it.

A few days before the war, some of my older colleagues, friends
of my father, advised him that I should immediately leave town, because in
case of war the city would be occupied in &&ﬁ&fw“@z a few hours, and that
Jewish lawyers would be the firvst victims.

On September 1 3939 I left for Warsaw, where I went through t@
the bombarment, then after the surrender of Warsaw I returned. I went IBP
through the large and the small ghetto,Bbag:
éeg&rﬁaﬁiamﬁx to death c mps.

?cleer?eﬁi seht a méssenger, a gaaﬁilg worker to ask m& P6 aal’@alzﬁaguaﬁ
for a pair of ﬁ%ﬁﬁa@na* shoes, because I hd to wear wooden sandale which
made my feet bleed. They refused told him that they are afraid to help me.
I would like to stress that untold thousand of Jews perished
because of Polish denunciators and blackmailers both in the ghettos and
in the so-called 'aryan" districts. L—
After my liberation byf§§5“3m@riaan Army from Dachau-Kaufering g?x



&6 -

where we were 1iving in ﬁ@%&#@ e«l&a&a, full of 1&@% aaﬁ fil%h, one of the
American officers, looking for qaarﬁara for his ﬁ@iﬁi&fﬂ an&aw@ﬁ one of Xhke
%h@ﬁg 80 @a}.}gﬁ "barracks". Iftersuxwiiks itushenGfornstrantvyietitvrsiies

Afﬁaw a while he came out very angry and ashenfaced, holdipg
a pistol in each hand, threatening to kill the first Germen he will see -
he could not a&&ar@%&nﬁ how could human ﬁgiaga live anéar ﬁa&h conditions,

and file of the ﬁm%@i@ﬂﬁ Army was wiga the 1&%@%&%@& eaﬁmwatrmtiﬂm camp
inmates; but after a few months the attitude of the higher renkg wfﬁi@arﬁ
changed considerably ; many young @ermen women who knew English ba%ww»
their secretaries and g&rlkfx&ﬁﬁﬂﬁwamﬁ kmd this is how the insidious poison
of nﬁkﬁmﬁ.wm spread = ting mmfaam‘

@#mm who in the Mgﬁmiﬁg were ?&Z’?‘ m&i@a; zraredxtexdnatk,
eumgning, and full of excuses that they did not know anything whgt was
going on - became fresh and cocky again.

On Christmas 1949 I arryed in New York,

When I heard for the first time a Yiddish breadeast I was

amasuﬁ.(lﬁ»was 80 new for gg/w I asked myself - would it be possible in
Poland? }I thé&h% that at laﬂt I won't have to face anti-semitism any more.
How naive and agﬁi&&&t&@ I was then!
It is really heartwarming to see how our survivors in the Eiags
States and-in ISrael built themselves up materially and spiritually - they
brought up a brilliant and capable young generation - whieh should be the
future leaders of the Jewish community.

One must admit that as far as material values are concerned,
these parents try to give them the best of avaryﬁhing«~ th@y are aanﬁing
them to the best schools,mmdxpravidexiiun
students and winners of scholarships. On
Hebrew s&haais in the afﬁarn@@ns, But_ th

Earwn%a who ahrug their shoulders and tell me : " You know
how it is with Ameriecan children; you can not tell them anything, they are
80 independent", bury like the proverbial ostrichs their heads in the sand.
This is why I began tonight's remarks with a deseripption
of some of my pre-war experiences. When I was young, I thought that I knew
all the answers, that my parents were wrong and fhat I was Alwyas réght.
After years of terrible experience , little by little it came
back to me what I was taught by my parents at home and I became an entire-
ly changed person.
The duty of our survivers is to take a better care of the mowral
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and spiritual upbringing of their children.
- Even the best Hebrew schools won't help in thiés respect, if the
children are not taught by their parents about Jewish tradition, &b@nt love
and respect xar ﬁh&ir yawanka, rﬁlaﬁivaa, %&a@h&r#«

aﬁwﬁfahixéran, and less for

8 to_devote much time
hang for hours on the phone
talkiﬁg to @h&ir fwiaaﬁa and the ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁa are ﬁa% opposed to it. The whole
family meets mostly at meal time, then everybody retires to his room,
rﬁ;ﬁﬂVﬁﬁﬁiﬁg for a visitor when he comes to see the parents
and the children, to find that the childreen immediately close the door from
the living room %o wateh television,
However there are many pare ts who bring up their children in
the same way like their own parents./A U¢ (
I am convinced that after y&arm these children will also remem-
ber lika I did their parents' teachings.
Like I mentioned before, I did not expect to face anti-semitism
in the United States.
The anti-semitic excesses started in Los ANGRELES AABOUT TEN
YEARS ago., when Steve Broidy was president of the Jewish Community Couneil.
It all started with smearing off the walls of synagogues , schools
and other public Jewish ingthtutions. At that tiime I was president of the
1939 Club and called an emergency board meeting in this matter and sent to
Ewaidy a letter of protest.
As a delegate I attended the B¥ k general meeting of the Jewish
Federation Council, and Steve Broidy in his opening remarks mentioned thx

with excitement that he got a letter of protest from onme of the organizations,

He said thet one should not meke any issue out of that,mn because
a proper department of the Federation Couneil will disereetly deal with this
mﬁ%ﬁﬂl’ .

This aggravated me vey much, I stood up and asked for the floor,

I told him what I told you previously tonight about the beginning of anti -se
mitism in Poland. I said, it could happen here too. I warned that one should
not xuﬁg sweep such matters under the rug - we should publiely protest in

this country where five million Jews live, This was on January 31, and in Apri
the same y@ar, Rockwell made his debut in New York.

Ly ;& wg»ri%@ excuse for the Polish anti-semitism before the war«ﬂnr
was the \eConomic mﬁm@atiﬁieﬁ.
Pre~war Germany was a paradise for the Jewish intelligentgia -

they had the most ﬂﬁtﬁ@aﬂéing d@aﬁara. seientistes, lawgers, proffessors of und
versities, philosophers, chmposers, writers, poets, artists, éte.
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Even in their boldest dreams they would not believe that
in-thei r'Vaterland', wheh Hitler took over aueh)Zfﬁisaaﬁnr could happen.
European Jews were not sufficiently prepared to counter the
tide of anti-semitism - and %km in the finn% outcome six million perished.

The European Jewky of that perio e FERTE L.
mEEE of thmkx situation ; if they would, theéy eould alwys rely on Ameriean
Jewry for assistance.

Today the situation looks different: most of Buropean countries
and United Nations are against Israel,- ramparts ¥ Jews of the whole world,

If we won't fight the anti-semitism in America, there im no
other place to turn %o for assistance.

In Germany there are now Neo-nazis, they are also in South
America and in the United States.

From our experience we know that their methods and tactics
are always the same.

Thousands of Hazis from Hitler's time live under changed names
and are busy training a new gemeradion of fam tics.

This is why we should cooperate with all Jewish organizations
of post war survivors and American Jewish organizations in t&@¢figkt against
anti-semitism,

We sholld not be afraid to speak up, to protest, to write to
our senators and congressmen, our E&asﬁﬁaﬁt and to the United Natioms that
harm is being done to Israel. —

We also have amath@w‘m@giKiméﬁrtamt task to perform, namely to
‘talk to our children sbout the dangers of anti~semitism and about Hitler's
holocaust. Let them be prepared how to defend themselves should the need
arise,

® ( ¥ ¢
L .

dikkna® Should also bring to the attention of the young generation

® of their present good and seemingly cordial relations p¥iiRXEENLRE
Bt *Bndlersities, the time may come that they could be as bitterly
dissapointed as I was., as soomer or later their anti-semitic attitude wids )\ (]
come out in the open,

For the benefit of those who still are %@;§$§%§ﬁ$ about the pre-
sent situation in Ies ingeles I am showing tuxymm a letter/w j”ﬁéa§§%§§x pre
of a Jew in the best German "Sturmer" fashion.

I commend the chairman of this evening, Mr, Irving Peters as
initinter of Qgg amaval hﬁlﬁﬁgggé;:“ﬁk ' in Los Angeles schools.

Thak you for your ath tion.

Esther Przeworski Pratt.



