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THE NAZIS' LAST ACT

| We bridged the Ehine end lead the Third kmy speerhesd wcross central.
Germany. It was one of ﬂm;e lightivg ﬁn:uats that was typical of Patton's . o
- tactios: start rolling and let the follon’-up troopa mop wp. Keep noving. Spoar-
hee.d. and then omsolidate. hd whet we found was made to order for such t&oﬁcs. ‘
1t was the Reichawehr Autobam - Hitler's six lane guper-highwey that ciroles

¥

a.nd eriss~orosses Germny
Tomn after town was taken by surprise. ~Thousends of Germsn troops were

captured; warehouses taken _iptq.ota ':gov'ermgqnt vburoo.us_ and military l;en.dquarteré
found with few of their records destroyed. The enemy was in a rout sad oould

. enly put up & delaying eotion hers and there, whioh amounted to little more |

- than & final tribute to we'dyypg..hthp.rh_.nd. mg Gcrman pecple l&i‘d thcy had

no ldea that the American troops were thkt close.
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In our sudden and unexpected appearance m the Gemq; tcmg_and oltles
We were al?le to sde what the Nazis were doing. '_Wg didntt like it. Tnm on April
7 wo saw something that made us sure of it. We arrived at the concentratiom oamp
ocalled Ohrdruf Staf Lager, and there we saw the shooking results of i:ruul ﬁazi
atrooities that le:ft us oold. ‘ ‘ oL ‘

Hardly fifty yards inside the ga."bo were 33 prisgne;'s, Rnagi:an_.n,.siorbs,
Poles end others, shot through the Iu_mi and lying in ﬁb.o. grotesque :_aoatu:jea of
those who die suddenly. That was bad, but ther_e was more, much moro,. to see.

In the center 6f the camp was a orematorium with an oven large ondugh to

cremate two bodies &t a time. Inside a._‘m_ail wooden shed, in back of v'b.h'q orema~

torium, iert..-lb'ogf 45 neked bodiog sﬁokgd ﬁvo Mgb, ovidppfbly hnld _thera for
orematian. All had probably died of _sﬁrnticq. as none of the corpses could have
weighed more than seveuty powds. Thotr thighs were no thisker thm their siles
and thairhipc baes stuck mxt three inohes on either side of thelr ajtm}_as.- A1l )
bore welts, scars sud bruises, evidemce of oeutinual beatings. In additiem, they
had béds' sores from both 'mlnn‘h'iq;al.di_.g_gases and vmin. me}r_:we;je gl_usted_'with .
lye and stacked so tightly that they ococcupied no more space than & half dozép.
saocks of potatoes. | _ | . L

If that were all that we saw. i'_(: wou;l.d be pcne}ﬁer?d sufficiently atroolous.
However, that was mild in ooméarhm to what oame next. .

In the woods s about a mile: from the oonom'b:a.tim camp , _wero the rema.ins

of 3,200 prisoners who had been burned in a huge pyre. Several hundred btis'bad.

'tiro-oharred bodiee were soattered around the area. Others were Janmed :I;n & huge

open pit. Still»cthera were caly partially buried with arms and legs sticking
ouf of the ground.

Back in the ocamp & mere handful of prisoners were still alive, although

closer to death than life. Several of them shuffled over to us and 1tlniched '
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Sgt Barry zm?
into sn ozplanat:.on of what had luppenod two days before we arrived. The guards
had received word that the Anerioan spearhead was driving in their d:{.reotim.
end ordered that the entire camp -wg.s to be oztominq.tod. _'.me'priam_ers told of
how everycne who Was ablo to walk was marched out to the ‘woods and shot in groups,
'l:l.tb. the first group burning and being 'bur:led by the second group, the secmd
group being di.sposod_‘of_kl?y_ the third group, and 8o wmtil all ‘had been killod.
The Ameriocean foroés, hmwr. mo a.pproaohing the vieiniiy more rapidly
than the gua:r:ds antioipated Unl.’ole to bury 81l of the bodios and disposa of the
evidence, the guards rushed b&ok 'bo oemp, round.od up whomever they caould ﬁnd
nndahot them before taking off. The last group to be killed wore the thirtyb'hhrao .
mﬁma we zaw lying near the gate. There was sWll & hlnd.ful alive whon the gua.rda
overlooked, human beings too weak and emaciated to leave the camp after the ss -
men ren &WAYe. '
mara was an mﬁclimaz 'bo the libera.t.tan of Ohra.ruf Shf Lager. Hombers A

of tha armored end infsatry wmits that took the seotor srrenged with the Divlaian
Cownter Intelliganoa Corps to tako ﬁ.fty of the leading oitiscna of tha olty of y
Ohrdruf o & sight-s«i.ng tour of the oamp. The CoI.Cs ohocked the olty's records,
picked the required nwmber o: .’mﬂuentiul Nazl loadors, ad they were taken to’
the .oan':p. The GI's merely tock them there in trucks, ehowed them the oemp snd then
returned ?hem to their vltmmos. That night the Burgppa?.sﬁozj of Ohrdruf, Albert
Soh:;.oider, snd his wifa.'impressod by what 'they’ had seen, hanged themselves. i

“ AGeneral_ﬁ.sa.nhmr .viaited Ohrdruf Staf Lager end _dosoril;oﬂ. it as the torat
he had ever seen. At his invitatim, ten Mexbers of Parliament snd & delegation
from the United States flew over to see it for thmolvos? All agreed it was

°

the most ghastly experiemce they ocould imagine'.
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8gt Barry Ziff ‘ _
The massaocre at Ohrdruf 8taf Lager, however, _'naa' cnly one of msny that
the Nazis oarried out .’m the face of the advancing Americm and Russian roroos.
| On Friday, April 13, the Germans. horded ane thouamd politioal amd war '
) prisoners into a large bam near Gardelegen, sprayed the strew with gasoline,
and then set the building on fire with flares aniincendiary bullets. The soresm-
ing viotims tried to escape through the four large .d.aqrs,.bujk‘ogoh. was oqva:;d .
from the outside by mhi:;o g "fire. As the buming'”prigonora tzricd to'ge'b. out
. they were mowed down wntil the stacks of bodies sealed in the rest of them.
.Seven of the pri_sono;g esoaped by lying o ﬁxé floé: ‘mqng.ﬂzo (lud,‘ind B
d'&xough badly bumed, ‘they lay there for two days before tz-yix}g to l_ocvef on
. Saturday moming, explained e of the escaped Pollsh priscners, 88 troopers
opensd the bera do&rs @d asked who nesded imno.l eid. When several of them

moved or azmrmd, the Gornna shot them.

More than 300 oharrod and noking bodies lay on tho floor of the barn 'Ihun
the American ‘h'?opa a.rg.'ivog_i. Sovmvhmd;"ed‘ others were plled in noarby trenches
which oivilisns had beea ordered to dig. | ‘ |
The one thcmamd priscners had oY been in Gardelegen about two weeks ,
after having bm marohed there from the Kestern front. An som as the Germens
received news of the rapldly q_:p:omhin; American troops, they hyarridly_ marched
the prisoners from their barracks in town to the barn for the masseors. The
wounded were driven there In truoks. S o )
And"chen '&mre was the notoriona Buohummld oonomtution camp near Weimer
where 'be'brom 500 and 600 prisoners wore killed each weok. Ads in all of tho _

' othor first olass omcentration camps, Buchenwald had e 1u-go orm‘borixm. wh:l.oh

inspired the oamp’s slogan: “You come in through the gats, but you go out through
the chimey." ' '
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the prisoners were starved, foroed to perform hard labor, and beatm contin-

ually. One of the head S8 gu-.rdn, salled "Te Beast of Buohemn.ld" by . the priaonera;
was said to have persmally killod over a hundrod of the pri.sonorl by whipp:!.ng or
olubbing them to death. mo_y 'um_-kod.in a faotory six days o Wwoek ma.k:lng £flying |
" bombs and had Sqndaya "ofr", but that's the day t'hoy drudod. Cn Sundays iﬁo

guards oarried em s sadiatio program in which many of than were k:lllod. Ono of
. their ‘milder sporto was to ms.ko their viotims oarry human wasts rrom 'l'ho la'krinn :

in their bare hmds, with tb.o guards eluhbing thoao who ele.oktnod. Informants ’ ‘

voriry that the "Beut" personnlly killed several of thom ».oh Swmday dur:lng tho

oourse of such ant:lvities. ‘

Prior to 1937. tho "Beut" ho.d been Einmlar': gu'd'uur, having gained thn.t

positim as rooognitim for his work 1n organlising \mdorgro\md B8 lcﬁ.r&ttu 1n B
Augtria. He 1umod nuoh rrm his olose escutaots with the oh:l.ot ot ﬂu 88, Ind -
‘later graduo.'bod to his noerious post at Buchewald. , S e
A% the present time the "Beast of Buchenwald" is :l.n u.s. Arny hmda. huving
heen eapwrod soon after the Samp was libora'bod. Sinoe then ano‘&ur htuesﬁng
item came to lighte In Weimer, near the Buchenwald camp, were ,fqund lampshades,
bookbinders and other ornamets made from the skin of some of the prismers who
died at Buchenwald. o _ _ : _
Anericen troops’ fqmd.a pi.o.po of skin from a m_ﬁn'q chest on whioh wad 'bato_ogd
the figure of & nude Woman. It was mounted ou a board and oovered with cellophans,
- making it & novel wall decoration. Resldents of the town said that the skin oma-
ments were a fad started by the wife of the prism comandant. |

The atrooities so far mentioned were merely a few of the more reomt mmes

that Ameriocan troops wnooversd during their drive soross Germmuy. ‘Howovér, eaoch
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day brinés more of these orimes to light, snd eash sesms more ghuti‘.y than
the last. v
One might wonder why the Nazis massaored the thousands of prismers near
e end of the war, when they kmew full well that they would have %o pay for
their cr;moa. The answer, as captives revealed, ig_.that they were ‘at‘tomyt?ng
to destroy all of ths eﬁamao of their brutalities, both living snd deads In
. several ina'bmoos they had oxhumed thousands of ﬂaﬁms from tha.’u' burial 'trenohoa
snd burnod them. But they didn't oxpcot ﬂu A.lli.d wdmooa to bo 0 rapid md .
| 80 did not have time to ocomplete their enormous progr&n of hwnan eztcrminaticn. o
Not all or 'bheir barbarous trutnmt was limited to the inmates of conoen-
tration camps, hmrwar. The war. ppismera wore uluo :anilio.r with 88 terrorim. |
| On April 19 our divisiam 1iborttod 139 PCH': near the oity of Inrdau Bighty
of them were inarioms captured during the Geram sounter-attack in Belgim last
Deombcr, and f:ifty-nino were British aoldicr: tl.kcn at Dunkirk, J.frioo. md I'hly '
soveral years ago. The first thing Wweo noticed was the difference in the a.p_peqrmoo
of the Amariomq‘ as cantro.ajbed to tho Britigh qutiwa. ;#_would }qgioa.lly b‘e' -
assumed that the Americans would be in better physiocal emdition ainuo they had
mly been primere for five manths, while gome of the British had boen held for
four ynara. tn the om‘b.'ary Just the roverse was trua. !ho !mks were gaunt ond
woeak snd were wearing an odd assortment of GI and German olothes. The Briﬁ.sh.
on the other hand, were in a heal thier condition md had complete uniftrns,
. S.noludi;ng overooats and garrison caps. ‘ . - »
Horots what ane of the roleased Yanks, a medioc from Wilmingtm, N. C., saild
sbout it: , ‘ R .. DIgRA . N

Yor tr N

“The Germana rea.lly hate the Amer:loams amd they made sure we hmr it. They

{

didn't exmotly like the British or Freach, but thoy_ dom't hate them like they

hate us. They kept telling us that if we damed Americens hadnt t entered the war
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they woeuld have won it long &ge. After every big air ra;ii, they took it ou'b on

\l-l

us. We worked twelve hours a day in the facteries and then half ﬂu night rix-

ing the rtilroad.s that eur bombers shellacked. We kept heping eur air foree would =

de sueh & geod job on the nm»oué that there weuldn't be saything left te fix."
‘ Hard work was enly a small part of what @a.mrj.onn priseners had to endure.
They were fed black bresd sud turnip soup six days a week. On Sundays they were
given & "treat" - beet seup with a slice ef boleney. Under the p-nd; of u;th o

' the beys had te steal mough to keep alive. Ooouimally Y n'cueh decter sta - ,’:

.nearby heapiul 'Iouli. muggzle’ . 10&.? of brud or a few po‘bﬂ:oos to the md:lo,' |
and he in turn would amneak it back to some of the boyn. .

- *Fhen we were taken prismers back in Belgium last Deaember”, the MJ.o L
continued, "I was in a greup ef 1700, They took us en a 'Duﬁn la.ruh'. ju-t o
like the Japs d:!.i te the beys they captured at Cerregider a esuple «c yoarl uga.e; ,' " |
The SS beys were in oharge ot us, sad they mh&l 120 nilu in dx d!.yc'iﬁ-
out foed er watere. At night We were taken off the read and slept In a rioll. It '

~ was the middle of ﬂntor, rmbor. and & let of the boya diin't have thoir over-‘.
shoes er o'nrooa.ts o when they were u.pturod. But that didn't nak'e & lot of
differemse besause those S§ bastards 'book it l:ny frem some of the rest of us,
alamg with the Hitler Yeuth kids who helped guard us at night. A
"Every village wo mohod through the people eame eut nnd spit at us, ealled
us vile names ‘ad threw garbage at us. Some of the boys were se humgry they pioked
" up plecss of garbage and ate it. One GI died a vielent death within twelve hours
from amthing he ate off the atroo*b. A let or the follcn aollcpnd almg the
way frem ro.tigue, himger snd the celd. The S8 ha.ulod them away and I dan't knar
what happened to them. When we got to our destinatien, 250 of the beys had to

have thelr feet ampuutod beoause ef gmgrene.”
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His story correlated perfectly with the cnes teld by ether Ameriesn priseners
liberated from dozens ef ether ocamps. All of them received the same vile treatment
from both their SS guards und‘ fren the Germsn pecople themselves. These Were the
same peeple who hng white flags frem thair windows when we captured their towns.
They were tho same ones who greeted us with smiling faces and said they were glad
'bo seo the Ameriacans oome. 'moy were thc sams enes who offered to do eur lumdry
md wendered why the Amnerisans weren't allnod to fratemize with them.

They were a.lco the same pecple 'who 'baro their Hitler picturu off the nllo. .
‘. and in its plmo hung erucifixes tnd roligious pa.i.ntinga, intended te or».'bo 'y
peaseful impressiom en the herioms. In msny of the heuses that we took ﬂu' for
a night,n fomd half-burned Hui flegs, uniferms and photegraphs in the rbe‘von.

' The residents of an apartment heuse in Bad folmalbach, Whish we teok over for
our temporary CP, mnanimously told us thoy had been waiting fer the horiomt to

srrive. in Mapoeﬁw. of the building disclesed two d‘ﬁowl' unifemms, dif.f_qrmt a

sizes, in e of the olesets, eight cases ef leoted Fremoh oﬁuptgn. i_mvtho base-

nu_xt, snd & largs assortment Qf 88 and Wehrmaoht ingignis and equipment throp.ghgut .
the houu. : ' | '

In mothu' houao we oecoupied, the ruid.cnta were alse glt.d" to see us nm
their 'bm. In the oollar, under the potatees, was enscugh ommitim to blow the
house sky high. We encountered se many other inoidents of the same type that we
have leng since leamad' vlu't to expeat, snd have rarely been disappointed.

The Gerxmm:s are loud in their denunciation of the orimes that were committed.
mey'clo.im that their Hitler would never have allowed such things te happen. They
say that no one was allowed to go near a concentration camp, and that they had no
ides of what ‘i:ranspired behind the barbed wire femoes. But they couldn't have helped
but see the prismers slaving on the super-highway, working in the woc&a, doing

~
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Sgt Barry Zire | | THE NAZIS' LAST ACT
baockbreaking work that ordin&rily horses or machines would do. Yet thoy dcn.y :11:.
all. |
The Burgemeisters from a number of towns snd cities have cocnmitted suicide ‘

when their tomns were taken, rather than stand trial for their orimes. Many other

- politloal figures have disappeared. The Nazi party has sent an estimated 200,000 
party members out of the cowmntry to 6arry m an wmderground in all parts of the |
v;orld after the defeat of Germany. Thousends of other efficials - those who were
oomsidered important to the home rren'b morale and those not important mough to
smggke out = have o.lso oscapod a.t the last nomt by dming army unifoms md.
getﬁng ﬁ'xemselws captured aleng with the regular troops. Savara.l were raoen'bly
disomred in JAmeriocan PW stlokades. Al'lﬂmxgh their falge ldentification papers seemed
in erder, the interrogators detected mn assortaemt of expensive knick-inacks in 'Eb.eir

BV

pockets which soldlers umally doan't carry. Under fdrther questioning they broke

domz end cmfessed. ' _ - N : ~

It is not impossible to assume 'bhat mny of them got through mde'boo*bad and.
are now in P camps in France, England and the Unitad States.

The Nazi's knew that the end of the war would be the end for them. In their
last weeks o_f-pmr they went to sny extremes, both in revenge for their defeat,
and in en attempt to destroy the evidence of their hideous crimes. |

They are now prepared to oarry on their operaticns underground after the wer.
Recently captured documents lay bare a plsn for sabotage and destructien which
they expect to continue 'follo'rlng their defeat. Guerilla nz;fl.re is mmly ane phase
of their plan. But it is far more elaberate than that. Tt inoludes the organizat-
ion they hope to build up in foreign countries, safe from the sors.{'benizing eyes
of the ocoupying troops. |

05664
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 The period after the end of the war - they don't oall 1t pease - will be
me in whioh they intend to spend preparing for ﬂxe.';r next world omquuvt. It
might come in another twenty er thirty years, if they are able to follow 'bhe:!.r
plan. The need now is for & drastio enforcement 'bo prevent 'bho Ku:ls rran ever
reorgmizing in Gemmy \mdor a. psoudonym. ' ‘
Germsny has cast the die now snd cen never hope for any sort of a pme

that would loave e vnstige of its formor political organiza.ﬁm..
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