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Hartford (UPI)—The Justice Department has
accused a city architect of taking -part in the
slaying of hundreds of Latvian Jews during World
War IL

Documents filed in United States District Court
claim Boleslavs Bogdanovs, 66, took part in
numerous mass killings of unarmed civilians and
ordered the killing of “hundreds of Jewish men,
women and children” in Madona, Latvia. _

The Justice Department is seeking to revcke
Bogdanovs’ citizenship, claiming he entered the

country illegally and lied on his citizenship
application, ‘

There was no comment immediately from
Bogdanovs. )

Federal lawyer Jeffrey N. Mausner said the
documents linking Bogdanovs to participation
with the Nazis during World War II, include
records written in German and Latvian and
apparently signed by Bogdanovs as an officer in
the Latvian Security Auxiliary Police.

One document is Bogdanovs' SS personnel
form and a German declaration, dated Nov. 25,

NEW YORK POST, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1983 “

HARTFORD, Cenn.  fice of Special Investiga. -

(UPH) — An architect
for the city of Hariford
has heen accused by
federal officials of tak-
ing part in the slaying
of hundreds of Latvian
dJews during World
War 11

Brocuments filed Mon-
day in US. Distriet
Court in Hartford claim

Bolesiavs Bogdanovs, 66,

ordered and fosk part in
the killing of “hundreds
of Jewish men, women

and children” in Mado- -

na, Latvia.
The Justice Dept.’s Of-

tions is seeking to re-
voke Rogdanovs’ citi-

" zenship.

Begdanovs came fo
the UB. in 1956 and be-
came g citizen in 1864,

He has refused to com- |

went on the charges.

Federal lawyer Jef- |
frey Mausner said the-
documents include
records written in Ger- |

man and Latvian, and
apparently signed by
Bogdanovs as an officer
in the Latvian Security
Auxillary Police, and
his S8 personnel form.

1944 in which he said he attained the rank of a

second lieuienant in the Latvian SS Volunteer
Legion,

Others list Jewish patients at Sarkankalns
Hospital in Riga, Latvia, in 1941. Bogdanovs’
signature appears underneath the lists, noting he
has “taken custody” of the people listed.

English translations of the documents are
included in the file, along with his applications for
naturalization and other American immigration
records. Bogdanovs came to the United States in
1956 and became a citizen in 1964.
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Jocuments Filed
To Show Nazi Link

By PAUL FRISMAN | :
v Courant Sigff Writer -

?

)

o

The U.S. Justice Department’s
Office of Special Investigations
has filed documents in Hartford

. federal court it says link a 66-

year-old city man to participation’
with the Nazis during World War
iL .
The Cffice of Special Investiga-
tions earlier this month accused
Boleslavs Bogdanovs, an archi-
tect with the city of Hartford, of
taking part in the slaying of hun-
dreds of Latvian Jews during
World War I Lo

The docurnents filed by Justice
Depariment lawyer Jeffrey N,
Mausner include records written
in German and Latvian and ap-
parently signed by Bogdanovs as
an officer in the Latvian Security
Auxiliary Police. The documents
include his 8S personnel form and
a German declaration, dated Nov.
25, 1944, in which Bogdanovs savs
he attained the rank of 2 second
lieutenant in the Latvian 88 Vol-
unteer Legion.

Also ipciuded in the files are
copies of lists of Jewish patients
at Sarkankalns Hoespital in Riga,

" Latvia, in 1841 R@géamvs’ signa-
ture appeurs underneath the lists,

b Coe W

noting he has “tzken custody” of
the people listed. The Justice De-
partment says it obtained the doc-
uments from the Central State
Historical Archives of Latvia,
now a part of the Soviet Union.

English translations of the doc-
uments are included in the file, as
are Bogdanovs' applications for
naturalization and other Ameri-
can immigration records. He
came to the Uniled States in 1958
and became a citizen in 1964,

The Justice Department claims
he took part in numerous mass
killings of unarmed civilians, and
ordered the kiliing of “hundreds
of Jewish mien, women and chil-
dren” in Madona, Latvia,

The Justice Department ig
secking to revoke Bogdanovs' cit-
izenship, in part because it claims
he entered the country illegally
and lied on his citizenship appli-
cation. Revocation of citizenship
usually leads to deporiation pro-
ceedings. '

Bogdanovs has refused to com-
ment on the charges. One of his
lawyers, Brian Gildea of New Ha-
ven, has said Bogdanovs, on sick
leave from the city, is terminally
ill with cancer.




By LYNNE aAnNETT
! Staft Reporter

PRV
Sy

Department has moved to revoke
the citizenship of a 66-year-old Hart-
ford man alleged to have rmurdered

., "hundreds of Jewish men, wornen
: ;. and children" in Latvia during World
- War il
U.S. Attorney Alan Nevas and
. Neal Sher, acting director of the Of-

2 Justice Departmeni iomtiy an- k
% nounced the denaturalization com-

- HARTFORD — The U S Juczhce " plaint filed in U.S. District Court in

ice 01 Specral Investigations for the. -

Hartford against Boleslavs Bog-
danovs of 30 Woodland St.

The complaint alleges Bogdanovs -
served as lieulenant in the Arajs

. Komando from 1941-1944, during the -
Nazi occupation of Latvia. The unit

was organized and commanded by
Viktors Arajs, and conducted numer-
ous Mass muyders of Jews and -

Latvia, according 10 he complalift”

stHsr Inho ? 1

Vikiors Arajs himself was convict-
ed by a West German court in 1980 -
for the murder of at least 13,000
people during that period, and s
Z@rwng a life sentence in a Wesi '

erman prison. It was during Arai:’a
tnal in: West Gérmany that Bog- '
danovs name and and alleged fole
i the Nazi campaign were reveaieﬁ. :
l}Continued oo gmga 12"

i

4 I

" do which, upoh Bogtiantvs’ mdem
.. Madona, Latvia. He also. a??agediy
.. tomfnanded & unit-olithe Arals
- Komando in Liepaja, Latvia, whera
¥ the unit forced Jows (o live in an e

. United States'in 1956, and became'a

", country undér the Refuges Relist
. Act, and swors in his immigration.;

. tin the persecution of any perfsonor .

Bogdanovs anagedly ‘
.a mobile squad of the Asajs Komérs,

murdered hufidreds of Jews In

closed arsa undér afmad guard,:
Bogdamvs immigrated io the ¢

U8, citizen In 1984. He entered the

paperﬂ that he had not participated |

*.-group of persons biecause of {ace,
religion-6 ér'r\ataonai Origm ’ L
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Man Aecused by U.S.

Y .

Es

A Hartford man accused of
partxmpatmg in the slayings of
« bundreds of Latvian Jews durmg
© World War-II is dying of cancer.
and has nine months to hve his

ymg, Lawyer Says

“ j < . .7 By PAUL FRISMAN -
‘ " Courant Staff Writer

much surprxsed” by the govern-
ment’s allegations. . :
Another fellow worker said she
did not believe the charges. “Bo is
a friend,” she said. “I dor’t think

" attorney said Wednesdgy anybody that knows hvm believes
A cang.a,gue said tha(i Boleslavs 5it.”

- ¢Bogdanovs, 66, is on
" “tromrii§ job as an architect for

the city of Hartford, where he has
- worked for about 10 years,”;

~Brian Gildea, one of two' “la'w-f

- yers representmg Bogdanovs,
said he is surprised’ the govern-
ment bothered to bring. the case
because his client is incurably ill.

.-, The U.5, Justice Departinent,
in a complaint filed Tuesday in -
U.S. Distriet Court in Hartiord,
charges Bogdanovs Pai t:cxpated
in numerous mass killings of un-
armed civilians in the Riga and
Madona areas of Latvia. The
complaint says he ordered a mo-
bile squad he commanded to kill .

+ “hundreds of Jewish men, ‘women

. .and children” in Madona. & ...

© The Justice Departrnents Oi-
fice of Special Invastigatmns is
seeking {0 revoke Bcgdanovg cit-

‘ uensm{) He has been'in the Unit-
ed States since December 1958

.and became a twen m Nebraqka ’

./imMay 1964,

[ “We bring cases where the evi-

s Gence shows a case exists,” Jus-
fice Department lawyer Jeffrey

,N Mausnper said in response to
- Gildea’s statement.-

" Neither the city Persomel }De«

! partment nor Public Works Di-

rector 'John C. Burke would dis-

STER-TERE

Bogdanovs and his wife, Anja .
live in a one-bedroom vsrdemlm-
um at the Regency Towexs 30
- Woodland St.

“Neighbors and fellow werhers
‘described him as a slightly built,
% uiet man with thinning hair.

hey said he liked to play tennis.
.and’had been on the condomini-
um’s hoard of directors.

“He seems like a fairly digni--
fied, g%uxet ‘polite, unassuming’
sort fellow,” said Steve Ed-
wards, who is a *nember of the
board. ’

“We're all quite upset about it
over here, quite shocked,”. said
Samuel Cagan another board
‘member. . - -

. The Justlce Department

. éh'iv‘ges that Bogdanovs served in -

:the Latvian Security Auxiliary
Police, also kn{‘a wn as the “Am 5
Kommando” afler its commian
er, Viktor Arajs,

Ara;s was convicted in West
Germany in 1979 of taking part in -
the killing of more than 13,000 °
people during the German occu- |
pation of Latvia, the Justice De-
pariment said. He is servmg alife -
sentance ‘g

See Lawyer, Page A12

cuss Bogdanovs employment N

Wednesday.

g
A fellow empioyee sax& Bog— -

danovs has been on sick leave for
- about six months Hes m tough
" shape,” he said.”: /., i
he, col]eague é who once

* worked with Bogdanovs on a dai- .

%

ly basis, said he was a conscien-- "

tious man who “always did his job
very well . He said he "'Was very



I
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Continued from Page 1 -

.The complaint uagéinét‘ Bog-
danovs says Nazis used the Kom-
mando to “aid in the persecution

and murder of persons considered .
~racially undesirable” in Latvia.

-+ -It says Bogdanovs rose to the
- rank of lieutenant in the Auxiliary

Police and eventuvally became
commander of the Liepaja sec-

tion of Latvia, where he “person--
ally maintained” a Jewish ghetto.

He then joined the Waffen

* Grenadier SS Divison of the Lat-

vian Legion in November 1944,

. attaining the rank of second lieu-
tenant, the complaint says:

In setting forth the reasons for
seeking to revoke Bogdanovs’ cit-

,izenship, the Justice Department
. charges that he entered the coun-'

try illegally, lied on his citizen-

ship application and “acquiesced *

in conduct contrary to civilization
and human decency.” Revocation

1 .

" Lawyer Questions U.S.
* For Timing of It Cose

of citizenship usually leads to de-

* portation proceedings.

- Justice Departient officials
said some of the information that
led to the charges against Bog-

Bogdanovs has refused to speak

to reporters ‘about the charges.
His wife said they have been told
by their other lawyer,\Ivars Ber-

w

.danovs was disclosed at the Arajs
_trial. : :

zins of Babylon, N.Y., not to dis- -

cuss the case.. -

- “I would love to giire ybu anin-
terview to tell the truth,” she said

Wednesday. “They (the charges)
are all lies.,” . .-

Gildea, the New Haven lawyer.

whom Bogdanovs retained Mon-

day, also-represents Feodor D. -
Fedorenko, a former Waterbury
factory worker who faces depor-

tation on charges he persecuted
inmates at the Treblinka concen-
tration camp in. Poland. Gildea

-said he plans to meet with Bog- |
danovs in the next week.



By PAUL FRISMAN
Courant Sigff Writer

They hunt people accused of committing |

e most heinous crimes of the century, Bu?
me s running out. Memories are fading, and
wose they seek are old and dving, :

They work for the U.S. Justice Depart-
went’s Office of Special Investigations, track-

g down Nagzi war crimipals living in this -
suniry, In the past four vears, OS] lawyers -
we hegun denaturalization and deportation

raceedings against 30 people, four in Con-
agticut. :

Last Tuesday, OSI lawyer Jeffrey N.

‘susner accused Hartford resident Bolesiavs
ogdanovs, 68, a nateralized American citi-
:n, of participating in the murder of hun-
‘eds of mep, worien and children in Latvia,
sgéanovs’ wife, Arija, says the charges are

=

saks and daggers.

The office’s 17 lawyers, four investiga.
= and six hisigrians pore over 46-year-oid |
uropean

cords, review transcripts from
2y crimes trials, compare US. imroigration

sters against lists of S8 officers, and gues-

W witnesses, bere and shrosd, whose mem-
izz and bealth oftes are failing.
#y are pow reviewing the cases of
wiut 300 suspected war crimigals,
Once OSI decides there iz enough evi.
e (@ bring a case, it moves to deport the

oused war crimingls. If those i accuses

wve become American citizems, OSI must

st 'i;geujekwi;o g&vﬁke their citizenship.

ere is little time left.
“Slowness is something we've learned ¢

sewith,” acting OSI director Neal Sher said,

¥e move as quickly as we can.”

* Sher says an aconsed war criminal “will
¥e had seven reviews . . . by the time a fina
der of deportation is entered .., If a mass
wderer was picked up today in Hartford
‘d hatve one, maybe two anoeals.”

AMausner would not say on what evidence .
- bases his accusation. But e and his col-
agues rely more on tedious paper work than -

is time-consuming, and

ST has won 15 of the 1€ 5ases that so far
have been decided. Its lawyers have won de-
portation orders against five people, and the

" courts have stripped more than & dozen ac-

cused war criminaig of their ciﬁz«eﬂshi&
Sher, 38, was in private practice before

- joining OS1. He was promoted to deputy di-

rector in 1980 and made acting director in

- March. ‘

He says he C;:;inéd because the work is
important and llenging. “You're talking

about events that are unparalleled in histo- .

ry,” hesaid. ‘

* Spokesmen for organizations concerned

with the Holocaust praise OSI's dedication
and accomplishments. Their criticisms deal

mostly with the slow-moving legal system.

“The (legal) process is interminable”
said Justin J. Finger, director of the National
Civil Rights Divison of the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith, “That's a big problem,

but it's something OSI has no control over.
¢ &

Citizenship is something the courts are very -

Joath to take away.”

. Abraham Cooper, associate dean of the ©
“Simon Wiesenthal Center at Yeskiva Univer- .,

i gity i Loa Angeles, believes one way (o speed

up the process would be (o allow other coun- .
«tries o extradite accused war criminals for
: prosecution. Sher said Israel is considering

 making such requests.
,Finger and Cooper sald generally
are pleased with the job OSI has done since it

was moved from the Immigration and Natu- 2 |
‘ ralization Service b the Justice Depart- ~ ¢
: ment’s criminal division four years ago. OSI.
. now has g staff of 45 and a $2.5 million badg-
et ' ‘

“It's the first tlme there’s besn positive

. petion ang positive resulis” by the povern-. |

ment, Finger said. .
.. 081 was moved to'the Justice Depart-

: ment only after repested urging by members
© ool Cﬂngrem imiuag?ig Eﬁmhet% by
¢ New York and William Lehman of Florids, .

Holtzman of

who felt that nothing was being done about

€

- X e s i M oswitn

. country ... was discovered almest by zcegi-v. o0, limes tell witn

- dent in the early '70s,” said one lawyer famil-
iar with OSI's history, ‘ f

{OSY's efforts have resulted in only one person
actuaily being deported.

; "img,sressive:’ Martin Mandelsoin, a former

{ line in my judgment is the number of people
+ who have left the country.” :

Cmin

e g e
*  The one person to leave s¢ far is Hang,) §¢ !\ {(where there is) any evidence the

* Divisen at the Auschwilz concentration .
“ camp. He returned to West Germany one-.
* week before he was 10 be deported. ., i - the Soviets,” he said.
4 TR

. Feodor D. Federenko, a former Waterbury®

. factory worker accused of serving as a guard .
- at the Treblinka concentration camp in Po-
- land. : ) # T

- charged with serving-in the Lithuanian secu- -
- rity police from 1841 to 1844, .

| 7 77 eyl
oo g
o Gildea said KGE agents intimidate wite:ld
nesses who give those depositions, and some-th

es nol to answer defense
lawyers' questions. He Is skeptical as well of«}
the validity of Soviet documenty,
o is . ter aahy “They are great people {or manufactue- 7,
Despile s more sggressive approach, w o ing false staternents,” he said, adding OS5I -
" “tries to get the courls to accep! everything .|
_as the gospel truth ™ : o
: Sher denies the charges. "We go wherev-
pooer the evidence Is,” he said. “We enalyze it te 1
. gee if it meets American.standsrds. Unless »»
we're satisfied, we won't use 1. b
Sher sald one court in New Jersey has 3.
expressed concern about sorne Soviet evi- «
dence, but he said there is “not one instancer ¢
OCUIEnts «

lff e é’

“The whole question of Wazis In this ¢

“The number of people denaturalized is

deputy director of OS], said, but “the bottom

~,

 Lipschis, a guard in the §8's “Death’s Head"
is them~’
g sent by
£

are forgeries.” .
“In many cases the dels
.selves have aunthenticated materi

v One lawver familiar with 05I's work,
who asked that his name pol be uied, said the !
office has “done an excellent | ousiders ¢,
ing it is “litigating cases ¢ frer the o
8. fact with evidence {from) : countries, ¥
Coe - ‘ i many behind the Iron Curtals N
Two other state residents also face de-# "~  “Many of the witnesses have died. Many
nortaticn: Viadimir Sokclov-Saniarin, 65, of ¢ ' . of the defendants have died,” he zaid, . - r
Milford, & former lecturer 2t Yale Universi-" %" “The tragedy of it ﬁEEF"‘b said, “is as o
ty's Slavic department who is accused of , £00d & job as 1U's done, had things been done:
writing anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi propagands ¢ & 10 years &gy it would have bs ch better <
and ‘Antanas Bernctas, 73, of Waterbury, and much easier. o o

One person still appealing deportation is

feitd

i

-~

ke S ot

AR

All four state residents are represented

by Brian Gildea of New Haven:

-~ “Overall most of the (OSI) attorneys:
have been pretlly {air snd honorable,” Gildea

. said last week. But he was highly eritical both ..
¢ of those who want swifter legal action and of .,
+ the O8's reliance on Soviet witnesses and .

documents, T
Gildea charges OS] with having a

. “gweetheart deal’ with the HGB, or Soviet ui

secret police, that eversees the testimony giv- .

en 031 by Russian witnesses. 08! lawyers o
have received videstaped depesitions from -}

Nazis ip this country.. ... w—m me ==,  more than 100 Russians.
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ORCANIZED CRIME

LZttorney General Smith says growth of motorcycle gangs,
prison gangs, ané foreign drug-trafficking organizations
create "new phase in the history of organized crime”

(NYT p. 2-27, Wa. Post p. A-2, UPI 1985, USA Today p. 1-2,
2-R & 7-A, Wa. Times p. 3-A, WH News Summary, Phil.
Inguirer p. i5-3)

-y

JENE DOE

Federal Appeals Court accelerates legal proceedings as
medical condition of disabled infant deteriorates

(Wa. Post p. A-2, NY Daily News p. C-3, UPI 189, NYT
p. B-2} )

John Lofton: What's conservative about these views?
(Wa. Times p. 3-3)

Advocacy groups assert that doctors should always
choose treatment of handicapped infants (Wa. Times p. 4-3)

GROVE CITY

Paul Bator argues program-specific limitation of
federal law barring sex discrimination in education
(NYT p. A-21, Wa. Post p. A-2, VWa. Times p. 3-3,
Phil. Inguirer p. 9-2)

Judy Mann discusses Supreme Court arguments (Wa. Post
p. C-1)

CCNDEMNED MAN

Florida convicted murderer, nation's longest occupant
of death row, scheduled to die in electric chair at
30 a.m., (UPI 188)
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GENERAL

Federal judge blocks sale of off-shore drilling leases
(UPI 206)

John De Lorean claims his life was ruined by "sleazy"
drug dealer (UPI 198)

Federal judge orders Larry Flynt to begin serving
prison sentence December 9 (Wa. Post p. B-13)

Justice Department accuses Hartford architect of war
crimes (NY Daily News p.C-10)

Federal Appeals Court reinstates federal ban on
commercial knitting of outerwear by home workers
(NYT p. A=-25)

Rita Lavelle testifies she never acted to help
Republican candidates (Wa. Post p. A-3)

Arkansas man sentenced to five years in prison for
harboring tax fugitive Gorden Kahl (Wa. Times p. 4-3)

More on Jerry Jenson's embezzlement conviction (Wa.
Post p. A-23)

Supreme Court rules that federal agencies are not
regquired to pay expenses of employees who travel on
union business (WSJ p. 3)

Boston indictments of 34 persons describe multi-million
dollar drug network (Boston Globe p. 30)

23
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25

26

27

28

COMMENTARY

James J. Kilpatrick discusses Dragna organized crime case
(Balt. Sun p. A-15)

William Safire writes again on lie detectors (Chi. Trib.

P. 11)
Washington Times editorial on crime report (p, 11=-3)

Washington Post editorial on Cuban travel {(p. A-24)

)

dw

Washington Post editorial on Tomas Borge {(p. A-2

Washington Times cartoon {p. 11-3)
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Bzrtford (UPI)—The Justice Department has
pecused & city architect of taking part in the
sleying of hundreds of Letvian Jews during World
Wer il
Documents filed in United States District Court
‘elaim Boleslavs Bogdanovs, 66, took part in
numerous mass killings of unarmed civilians &nd
ordered the killing of “hundreds of Jewish men,
women and children” in Madona, Latvia.

The Justice Depariment is -seek:ing to revoke
Bogdanovs' citizenship, claiming he entered the

country fllegally &nd lied on his citizenship
epplication.

There was no eomment immedistely from
Eogdanovs,

Federal lewyer Jelffrev N. Mezusner sazid the
documents linking Bogdanovs to participation

~with the Nazis during World War II, include

records written in German end Latvian &nd
apparently signed by Bogdanovs as an officer in
the Latvian Security Auxiliary Police.

One document is Bogdanovs' SS personnel
form &nd & German deciarztion, dated Nov. 25,

1844 in which he szid he stizined the rank of &
second lieutenant in the Latvian SS Volunteer
Legion. ;

Others list Jewish peztients &t Sarkankales
Hospital in Rigs, Lefvia, in 1941. Bogdanovs'
signature appears underneath the lists, noting he
has “taken custody” of the people listed.

English ftranslations of the documents are
included in the file, along with his applications for
naturalization and other American immigration
records. Bogdanovs came to the United States in
1956 end became a citizen in 1964.

/3083
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Wednesday, November 30, 1983

Addenda\&

o The Justice Department has
accused Boleslavs Bogdanovs, 66, a
Hartford, Conn., city architect, of
taking part in the slaying of un-
armed civilians and ordering the kil-
ling of “hundreds of Jewish men,
women and children” in Madona,
Latvia, during World War IL.
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Froprievary to the United Press International 1983
Wovember 2%, 1983, Tuesday, aH cycle

SECTION: Domestic News

g g

LEMGTH: %% wards
DATELINE: HARTFORD, Conn.
KEYWORD: Hazi

RODY:
An architect for the city of Hartford has been accused by federal officials
of taking part in the slaying of hundreds of Latvian Jews during World War II.

Documents filed Monday in U.5. District Court in Hartford claim Boleslavs
Bogdanovs, &6, ordered and Took part in the Killing of *‘hundreds of Jewish men,
gomen and childreen’® in fMadona, Latvia.

The U.5. Justice Departmenti‘s UFffice of Special Investigations is seeking to
revoke Bogdanovs' citizenship, claiming he entered The couniry illegally and
lied on his citizenship application.

Bogdanovs came to the United States in 1936 and became a citizen in 1964.

He has refused to comment on fhe charges. Une of his lawyers, Brian Gildea of
New Haven, has said his client is terminally 111 with cancer.

Federal lawyer Jeffrey W. Rausner sald the documentis linking Bogdanovs to
participation with the Nazis during World War II, include records written in
German and Latvian and apparently signed by Bogdanovs as an officer in the
Latvian Security Auxiliary Police.

One document is Bogdanovs’® S5 personngl fore and a German declaration, dated
Mov. 29, 1944, in which he said he attained the rank of a second lizutenant in
the Latvian 55 VYolunteer Legion.

Others list Jewish patients at Sarkankalns Hospital in Riga, Latvia, in 1941,
Bogdanovs® signature appears undernegath the lists, noting he has °*°taken
custody’* of the people listed.

English translations of the documents are included in the file, along with
f1is applications for naturalization and other American immigration regcords.
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Froprietary to the United Press International 1983
Movember 79, 1983, Tuegsday, P cvcle
SECTION: Domestic News
LEMBETH: 255 words

BATELINE: HARTFORD, Conn.

BODY:
The Justice Depariment has accused a city architect of taking part in the
slaying of hundreds of Latvian Jews during World War 11,

£

Documents filed Monday in U.8. Disteict Court in Hartford claim Boleslavs
Bogdanovs, b6, took part in numerous wass kRillings of unarmed civilians and
ordered the killing of ‘'hundreds of Jewish wen, women and children’' in Madona,
Latvia.

The Justice Department is seeking to revoke Bogdanovs' citizenship, claiming
fie entered the countey illegally and lied on his citizenship application.

Federal lawyer Jeffrey N. Hausner said the documents linking Bogdanovs to
participation with the Nazis during ¥orld War II, include records writien in
German and Latvian and apparently signed Dy Eogdanovs as an officer in the
Latvian Security Auxiliary Police.

One document is Bogdanovs' S5 personnel form and a2 German declaration, dated
Mov. 25, 1944, in which he said he attained the rank of a second lieutenant in
the Latvian 55 Yolunteer Legion.

Others 1ist Jewish patients at Sarkankalns Hospital in Riga, Latvia, in 1941.
Bogdanovs® signature appears underneath the Lists, noting he has *'taken
cystody’’ of the people listed.

English translations of the documents are included in the file, along with
fis applications for naturalization and other American immigration records.
Boguanovs camg to the United States in 1956 and became a citizen in 1964.

~H

He has refused to comment on the chargss. One of his lawyers, Brian Gildes o
Wew Haven, has said his client is terminally 111 with cancer.
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BODY
The U.5. Justice Department’s GFffice of Special Investigations haes accused
gt architect with the city of Hartford with taking part in the slaving of
nundreds of Latvian Jews during Horld War 11,
Documents Tilied vonday In U.S. District Court in Hartford claim Boleslavs
Bogdanovs, &6, took part in numerous mass killings of unarmed ﬁzvzlzaﬂs znd

grdered the Rilling of ‘‘hundreds of Jewlsh men, women and children®® in Hado
Latvia.

The Justice Depariment is seeking to revoke Bogdanovs' citizenship, claiming
he entered the country illegally and lied on his citizenship application.

Federal lawyer Jeffrey N, Hausner said the documents linking Bogdanovs to
participation with the Mazis during World War I1, include records written in
berman and Latvian and apparently signed by Bogdanovs as an officer in the
Latvian Security Auxiliary Police.

One document is Bogdanovs' 55 personnel form and a8 German declaration, dated

Mov. 25, 1944, in which he said he atiained the rank of a second ll@Uﬁ@ﬂ&ﬂi in
the Latvian &5 volunteer Legion.

Uthers 1list Jewish patients at Sarkankalns Hospital in Riga, Latvia, in 1941,
Bogdanovs® signature appears underneath the 1ists, noting he has °°taken
custody’’ of the pezople listed.

tnglish translations of the documents are included in the file, along with
his applications for naturalization and other American lmmigration records.
Bogdanovs came to the United States in 1956 and became a citizen in 19484,

He has refused to comment on the charges. Une of his lawyers, Brian Gildea of
Mew Haven, has said his client is terminally 11l with cancer.
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lan Accused in Deaths
Jf Latvian Jews Dies |

By JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ
Courant Staff Writer

A Hartford man federal offi-
dale accused of participating in
he mass slayings of Latvian Jews
luring World Wart II died Wednes-
jay at his home. :

Boleslavs Bogdanovs, 66, of 30

Woodland St. had been suffering
from cancer of the colon. He had
been employed as a city architect
forethe last 10 years.
"~ Bogdanovs was on sick leave
from his city job. He died at the
Regency Towers condominium
that he shared with his wife,
Arija, said a relative who asked
that she not be identified.

: The U.S. Justice Department’s
Office of Special Investigation,
which was seeking to deport Bog-
darnovs, filed documents U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Hartford last No-
vember linking him with a
Latvian execution unit that aided
theNazi death campaign against
Jews. ;

tJustice Department officials

clafmed Bogdanovs, as a second

lfeutenant in the Latvian SS Vol-

ulitéer Legion, took part in nu- |

rderous mass killings of unarmed
chvilians and ordered the slaugh-
tér of “hundreds of Jewish men,
women and children” in Madona,
Latvia.
:U.S. Attorney Alan H. Nevas
sgid Wednesday night he would
inform the Justice Department of
Bogdanovs's death. He said he ex-
pécts the case will be dropped.
Bogdanovs’s physician, Dr. Pe-
ter K. Schauer, said in a state-
rient filed in federal court earlier
tBis month that Bogdanovs was
bedridden because of a “contin-
ugd progression of his metastatic
cancer of the colon. .. . He is too
ak to come up to the office
efen by ambulance.” g
{’Bgian Gildea, attorney for
bgdanovs, has questioned why
the government bothered to pur-:
sge the case against a man who
8 incurably ill.
Gildea, in asking Judge Jose ‘A.
gbranes last week to stay the
gﬁ eedings, said, “I cannot see
the ends of justice can be
sgved by adding additional bur-
dens 'to the defendant, including
cufisel fees, during his last days
on earth.” Gildea was unavailable
for comment Wednesday.
Justice Department lawyer
Jeffrey N. Mausner has said, “We
bring cases where the evidence

shows a case exists.”
The Justice Department was

|

seeking to revoké Bogdanovs’ cit-
izenship on the grounds that he
had entered the country illegally
in 1956 and lied on his citizenship
application. He became a citizen
in Nebraska in 1964. Revocation
of his citizenship would have al-
lowed federal otficials to file for
his deportation. .

Bogdanovs had refused to
sgeak to reporters about the
charges. His wife has said, “They
are all lies.”

Neighbors and fellow workers
had described him as a slightly
built, quiet man who liked to play
tennis and was active on the cor-
dominium’s board of directors.

. Federal officials said they

learned of Bogdanovs’s alleged

war crimes after the 1979 trial in
West Germany of Viktor Arajs,
commander of the Latvian death

- squad. Arajs is serving a life sen-

tence.
Funeral arrangements were
unavailable Wednesday night.




