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New York—-’!‘he us. Justice De-,
: o] thlsweﬂk

" year-old retxredcarpente? accused of

. complicity in'the deaths of 20,000 Lat- -
vian Jews during World War II. The
case had become bogged down in legal
technicalities and no hearings in
. matter had been held since 19’1’7
On Monday, the case opened in
Immigration Court in Manhattan
with Justice Depariment lawyers pre-
senting the first of seven videotaped
interviews prosecutors saxd willprave
that Maikovskis awho liyeett Mineola
and was sentenced 10 death in sbeen-
tia by a Sov1et Court in 1965, pamc1~
pated in “erimea against humamt,'
It was the first time the videotaped
interviews with Latvians have been:
showr in the case against Maikovekis.
It was the question of the admissibil-
ity of the videotapes that slowed the
hearings.
Maikovskis sat silently with his
lawyer, Ivar Birzeps, snd a Latvian

TR 1981,

tion

shift courtroom on the 13th ﬂoor of a {cases agamst accused Nazis have been’

inﬁergreter by hxs slde as the deporha-"‘ videotapad mterviews yere perxmssx- :

s

“via, and said that he had worked for:>-.

aring began in d'small,- make- ,{ble in the hearings bécause similar hxm’ Zhukovskias eaid Maikovskis

“gave orders” in 1941 to shoot 40,,,

. federal office building at 26 Federal-Ibased, in part at least, on videofapes, | ‘Latvian 'villagers as a reprisal after ),
Plaza Abouf a dozen persong were ) » That decision: overturned Lyons’
present, including reporters, immigra- ,‘rulmg in August, 1978, that demed

tion officials and representatives of - <the government's requeat to _iak
Jewish rights organizationa, R

. J udge Francis J. Lyons wore a black

and no necktie during the mgro-

mg session, but discarded theTobe as
the afternoop hes -otfe mto the win- .
dowless reer

A

never participated in any atrocities

during World War II. Maikovekis has .
demed any role in the extermination |
of Jews in Latvia, saying the chargee :

gamst him were "Communist propa-
ganda.”
government can prove he lied.

The U.S. Board of Immigration
Appeals ruled in January that the
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‘* , positions fror

. ) " Sulhvan €s
e goverment is attepfpting to xment would present seven videotaped
prove that Maikovskis, a permanent + depge
resident alien of the United States, ~
faleely swore, when he entered the
United States in 1951, that he had |

e do-
5568 In La 7ia.
+begpuse; he said, falr depo iona
Tcould not be taken in tht Soviet

Unmn ' : .

- Assigtant U, ttorr-ey Richard

d yesmrday the govern. -

ifions during the hearing, which '
1840 take the better part of this week,

Yesterdsy, the first of them was
hown. Anten Zhukovekis, a 76-year-
ofd~fgrmer Latvian police ofﬁcer and
retired TATITET—4%a6-in iewed on
tape on May 18 by U.S. pmsea.uuors m
Latvie,

In-the interview, he testified that ~

He faces deportation if the / at’wr the Germzm occupat*on of Lat-

vig he had “eniered the police ser-
vice," He identificd Mrikovskis as
commander of a pohice force in Lat-

@ . -

one of Maikovskis’ men was shot by 1
.an anti-Nazi partisan..

“1 weas present when Malkovakls;rh
- gave the orders, when he was organiz-, ,
ing the firing squad,” the thin, bald 1
Zhukovskis said. “They were taken to .:
a hill, and there I saw pits that were
already dug.” Zhukovskis said that, ;-
Maikovskis did not personslly shoot.". |
any of the people in the village. “He -
had servants who did it for him,” Zhy-
kovskis said.

The ‘oppressive heat of the COqu'"
room did not diminish the enthusiasm
of the Jewish rights’ organization re-
presentatives, there for what they say. .
threy-he pe.ml&et;lzejﬂmncluamn of the
case, Tlana Stern, official of the
Jewish Community Relations Council
of New York Inc., who was among the
spectators, said, "We hope this depor-
tation hearing will be concluded. It's
been on for five years.”
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