*===— Dr, Herbert
Attorney At Law
With the Superior Court and
District Court of Appeal I and II
L Holshof Street, Munich 8, Uermany Munich, November 5, 15L9

To the High Commissioner of Bavaria
Pardon and Review Bosrd
' Tegernseerlandstrasse, Munich
In re: WENDEL, Leidb

born April 7, 192}

residing st 1L Rotsplets Street

Munich L5

Case 16664

Dre M/DAe

In the name of Ieib Wendel I hereby appeel far

@ Review,and,if necessary, Pardon
from & judgment of the Lower Military Court of Munich of September 9, 19LS,
by which Ledb Wehdel was found guilty of s violation of VRStVO of November

The review is requested on the following groundss

The judgment was based on the fact that Wendel had in his possession, snd
admitted to have p4rchased, 70 bottles containing & beversge with an alcohol
content of 108, The court's decision wae predicated upon the defendant's
guilty plea, However, this guilty ples wes in error: the defendsnt only
intended to admit that he had purchssed the 78 bottles containing the above
beverage, but he did not intend to admit, nor did he ever realise, that he
thereby might have committed an illegal sct.

Admittedly, s judgment based upon the defendants guilty plea cannot be
revised by appesl, but his case may be reviewed in a plea for pardon,

Defendant was in viclation of VASVO only if he had acquired, without a
retioning parmit , merchandise which could only be purchased with such
permit. However, the content of these botiles was never esteblished beyond
doubt, The Investigating Officar states that it was "a terrible stuff®,
containing 10% of flavored aleohol, but that it was no brandy or whiskey,
and thet he could not establish whether the merchandise wes of Oerman origin
or imported. Furthermore,; only alcohol which was allotted to the German
trade was subject to such permit at thst timej; aloohol which had been imported

into Germeny prior to 19US by private parties w.s axempt.

Therefore it never was established that the merchandise in guestion was
subject to a pemmit, Still less proof was brought for the allegation that
defendant gqoquired the bot tles with the intenmtion of reselling theam in the
black market.

If somebody blends amd cuts some isported whiskey or alcohol which was im
the hands of @ private party before 19L5 to such an extent that a beverage
of only 10% alcohol content results from ity and he adds some artificisl
flavors there well may result from it, with the words of the investigation,
some terrible stuff. The buying and selling of such merchsndise may be a
matter of taste but it does not comstitute & vioclation of the law,.



e

In res WENDEL, Leib
Case

I heyewith submit a certification of I R 0, Area 7, dated October 10, 194y
to the effect that Leib Wendel hes applied for immigration to the United
States, Howewer, the sbove judgment would render him ineligible.

I believe thet the above facts do not constitute a crime serious encugh to
destroy a men's future. ieid Wendel is s clhwuffeur by profession. He has
on account of his race and his antinasi convictions, gone through three years
of Uhetto, one year of forced labor and one year of concemtration camp.

Iachitthns detention in a8 concentration camp is no license for subseguent
violstions of the law. But it is questionable whether anmy illegal act wcs
committed st all, Even if the Pardon Boerd should not concur fully with the
opinion here expressed i% may be sssumed thet the violstion wes of minor
import and not in the nature of morel turpituds which would justify to prevent
the defendant from starting & new life sbroad,

I therefore repeat my
, PLEA

to either reverse judgment of the Lower Court and find the defendant not
guilty, or to abolish the sentence by sction of Pardon in order to ensble him
to emigrate to the United Stetes and to start s new life over there.

Please remit your decision to the undersigned, g
Dr. Herbert Meakovsky

Attorney st Law

This was trenscribed by Felix Gelber
for the Council of Jewish Women of los Angsles

(Felix Uelber)

Subseribed and sworn to before me
this day of 1955,

(Wotery Publie)



