Englend,
26 April 1944,
Wednesday,

My Darling Wife,

Good evening, homey. I did not get any chance to write to you yesterday,
but after you read this letter you will readily understand why, I was on a
trip to London yeaterday, was in londom all day, and did not get back to camp
until the wee small hours this morning, There wam a fair sized group from this
camp that went yesterday and we went to London and returned in a group.

Onece in London we were on our own., There were five of us from our unit
allowed to go yesterday, and I did not know until Monday night that I would be

on the list due to go yesterday, Therefore, I had no chance to write to John
and arrange for a meeting with him,

The five of us from our unit stayed together until after we had eaten luneh,
and then we went in different dirwetions later in the afternoon. Four of us
went together for awhile, though, and walked through Hyde Park, went by
Buekingham Palace, and then went to Westminster Abbey., We spent over two hours
in Westminster Abbey, The overwhelming size of the interior of Westminster Abbey
and the complete ailence which seems to have been there for years left me almost
speechless, It certainly is old, interesting, and amezing, We saw some very
famous graves: and some interesting monuments. I eamnot begin to name them all.,

Well, to go back to the time thai we ate lunche We had scrambled egzs (Yes,
they were powdered eggs, t00), toast, tee or coffee, sweets, some tarts, and some
of the fellows had twrnovers--the total bill for the five of us was equivalent

to about $1.10, It wasn't particuldmly a: good meal, but we ate rather early and
did not want tco mmch to0 eat,

After the lunch we went through Hyde Park to Buckingham Paldce. We saw the
Wellington Memorial, Marble Arch, amother arch at Hyde Park Cornmer, and a number
of statues that I do not know the names of, One was a statue of a little boy
battling with a large fish, lost of the famous places that I saw are pictured
in a book that I bought called LONDQN SCENE which I will send to you by reguler
mail in a few days, You can expect it a few weeks after you get this letter, and
if you want to make eny sense out of the things that I mention, you might refer
to the letter and the book together after the book arrives,

At the time we passed. Buekingham Palace they were relieving the guard, and
we saw a very snappy military guard relief ceremony which was a little different
from our omn, XN Buckingham Palace is not particularly beautiful like our
great buildings in Washington, DeC. or even in our state eapitals, It is just
80 old and so famous that it is one of the "must see” puildings in London.

From Buckingham Palace we proceeded to walk up the Mall from Buckinghsm
Palace to the Admiralty Arch passing by part of St., James Park on one side and
by the old German Embassy, old Queen Mary:s home, and some other famous buildings
on the other side. Then we backiracked and went down near 10 Downing Street (the
home of Churchill) and down to Westminster Abbey,

After spending over two hours in Westminster ibbey we split up and went in
all different directions, I soon found the book of pictures that I mentioned
above and decided to see all of the places that I could in what time I had left,
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However, before starting out on my tour of London I went to several stores in
anefforttoﬁndsmthingtoundtomuuuutoﬁndlomthingfer
Mother and Mother C, I found mothing, Then I thought that maybe I would be

able to find some Mother‘s Day ecards, but again I found that I was looking for
something that I would never findeethe English do not even recogakze Mother:'s Day,

Then my tour began. First, I took a ride on an Underground (Subway) to
Picadilly Circus. I looked up the Red Cross there that we had agreed upon as
a meeting place for the evening in cese we all wanted to g0 to a show or something.
Then I took a bus to london Bridge. I walked across London Bridge and from the
bridge I got a good view of Tower Bridge, also, In fact I saw a boat £0 under
Tower Bridge and saw them lower the bridge again for traffice to resume travel,
I could also see the Tower of London from London Bridge. London Bridge, like
many of the other famous places is not strikingly amezing, It is o0ld and famous,
but one would never know it from any other bridge. It is very short and not very
high, You can judge the height of the bridge in the picture by ecompering it with
the little tugs below ite I do not believe that the bridge is any more than a
eity bloek long, if that long,

Ihtdanintmcingmuthahndonbumummlnndmbridgo. and
he told me a great deal about the sights from the bridge, and I walked down the
street with him for a short distance as he told me of scme places that I showd
Sce and how to get there. I them had some tea and tarts and caught another bus
back to Trafalger Square., I saw Nelson Colum, the two fountains in the square,
National Gallery, St. Martin‘'s in the Fields, Charing Cross, and a short distance
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