Starnberg, Germany
1 July 1945
My Darling wife,

Good evening, honey, Hope that you are f«l}ng well and oke I am fine
end am not so tired tonighte Work is still piling in, thoughe I am Charge of
Quarters tonight so may get a few letters written before I go to bede I
received a letter from Mother today and one from Mr. Rhudy, but nore from youe
I am enjoying the package I received from you yesterday, thoughe The caramels,

toffee, and peanut brittle hit the spot Thauﬂpo  million, honey, and send some

,%ﬁpx this a request for another

more of the same whenever you can get At
box, PN

We were told today that we are to 1&56’ about four or five men who have high
scores in the point system, but even though they may be transferred out of the
unit in the immediate ;t‘uture they will work with us for a few months to came, in
all probability. So, someone higher up realized that the MAU's are : really
bt;rdsned down at present and cannot stend to lose any more men than they have to,.
So, the men will be dropped from our rolls and payroll but will still be attached
to the unite The ratings will be vacated and by all rights the men now in the
unit should be given promotions to f£ill the ratingse There is some question as
to just what will happen, though, inasmich as the old men will still be working
in the unite Personally I hope that the ratings are filled evené I do not
get a promotion out of it, I should get another stripe, however, if the vacancies
in the Tables of Organization are filled,

Lt Turner mentioned cesually today that he was sweating out my appointment
as Warrant Officer and halfway indicated that he thought we should be hearing
samething soone I happen to know that the applications, complete with report of
examinations and physical exams, were forwarded to Third Army headquarters last

week so do not expect any word in the immediate future, T believe that Lt Turner
would be disappointed if I did not accept the appointment after all he did to
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get my application throughe I am confident that he feels I am capable of the
job and really thinks that he is helping me, Maybe so, but I do not want to
stay in the Amy any longer than is absolutely necessary because of an appointment
as Warrant Officere It wéuld be a good deal and would give me a sizable increase
in pay even considering that I would have to pay your allotment and would have
to buy my own clothing and meals, ebce

I am definitely going to have to stay in the pAmy a good length of time
yet and do not expect to get to the states until sometime next spring, But if
I get the Bronze Star Meddl and one hattle star I will have 78 points and if T
get credit for the other star it would zive me a total of 83 points, go far we
have not been given credit for the fourth star and there is some doubt as to
whether wa will ever be given credit for the fifth one, Even so 78 points will
be getting pretty close to the critical score and I am rather dubious about
accepting an appointment as warrant Oofficer and being sorry later because I
might have gotten out of the Army soonere. If the critical score should di'op
as x low as 78 I might be discharged by June of next year. At least the
Stars and Stripes say that present plans for demobilization indicate that the
men to be released from the Army will be released by June 19/4be T am sure that
I would have to stay in the Amy longer than that as a warrant officer. I may
have to stay in longer than that as an enlisted man, but at least there is a
meangx  chance of my getting out--snd that is something--inesmuch as I am not
having such a bad deal in an MRU and am pretty safe from harfm, T have a lot of
work to do, but as I said before, I may get another promotion and that would
make my job even betters All in all, darling, I feel that it is best that T
forget the warrant officer deale what do you think? I may have alrveady made
a definite decision before your answer comes back, but at least you have the
facts before you to see what will influence my decisions I feel that it is just

too bad if Lt Turner and Captain Xuck feel badly about my not being all

enthused over the idea nowe
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Well, sweetheart, that is about all the news and chatter for tonighte I
dream of you, think of you, pray for you and Laura, and you are ever in my
" hearte Sometimes I do not have much time to write, but I will honestly do my
best to write a short note each day if only to let you know that I am ok and
that I am thinking of youe

yvou mentioned in the letter from Laura that the doll arrived and was in
good shape end that you were washing the dolls clothing, ut you did not mention
the fur jackets, What did you think of them? Are they going to be of any use
or not? They are souvenirs if nothing else, thoughs |

Oh, maybe you are wondering just what my present salary is end how much
I will draw on payday, etec. You are entitled to know just as much as I want
t0 know how the financial situation at home is going, Here is about the size of

it

Base pay (Steff Sergeant) =---= § 96400

Overseas pey (207 ’additional) - 19420
govt share of allotment to you - 28,00
Govt allotment for Leura - 30400

Total =mmemmmmmmmeeaae  § 173420

out of this totel pay, you receive $130,00 each month and I pay $6.60 for
insurance. That leeves me $36+.60 a month for each month beginning this month,

I will receive my first pay as a Staff Sergeant on July 31ste I have been
drawing an even $15; 00 each month so I got a raise of $21.60.

I am not changing my allotment, thoughe When I return to the gtates I
would have to stop the allotment or decrease it if I made it any more now because
I would not draw any overseas paye I will send you any extra money I may have,
but frankly I intend to use some of it if and when we get passes o e
Riviera end other recreational sites that have been opened sincé the cessation
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of hostilitiese I do not want to have to send home for money again and am
going to accumilate a little mx;ey in my pocket for a change, I have often
been flat broke and have never had more than twenty-five or thirty dollars

for more then a few weeks, There was little or no need for me to have any
money accumulated so long as the War went on but I do not want to miss seeing
same of the scenic beauties of Europe because of lack of a few dollarse I will
undoubtedly never see it again and I want to see what I can in the next six
months before we leave here,

I understand thet switzerland %s to be opened to visitors in & short time
and a nunber of lake resorts are being opened upe. Do not -get me wrong, honey,
or misunderstande I do not intend to spend much money, I doubt if I will et
out on a pass more than once a month and I may spend only a few dollars, lut T
want to have a littlé more money in my pocket than I have had heretofores T
will send money home in & couple of months but want the next two paydays.to be
mines Qk, honeyj}

Thet 1s all for tonight, sweetheart, sxcept the femiliar goodnight, sweetheart,
and pleasant dreams, I will be seeing you in mine and will be thinking of you,.
I love you shirley, and always will,

Yours forever,
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