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THE QUATER CENTENARY OF THE
COCHIN SYNAGOGUE

A distinguishing feature of Indian
history is that many foreign influences
have through the ages sustained and
enriched a Dbasically Indian culture.
People of many races have been coming
into India throughout its long history.
Some came and held brief sway like the
Macedonians under Alexander. The
Islamic era saw almost a millennium of
such movements into the country. Euro-
peans came next, first as traders and
then as conquerors, culminating in the
establishment of British rule.

2. There was another kind of peaceful
two-way movement, comprising commer-
cial, religious and cultural intercourse.
This intercourse flourished on the eastern
and western sea-boards of the peninsula.
Right from the earliest times Ionian and
Roman ships made regular visits to Indian
sea-ports. The Jews in Kerala are believ-
ed to have reached India after the des-
truction of the second temple in Jerusalem
in the year 72 A.D. This shows that by
that time there must have been a long-
established maritime link between India
and the Mediterranean lands.




3. za gwe dfasqet wkdy sheT ¥
TF AR AT q9E #71 3fg g | 3¢ & agfei
#1 qge At efaarfas seom afag agdh
ame=t 9% faear @ f9=d o0 @ &1 Seow
g & uw s o T e ¥ AT a|@q
arw azfedt &1 v @i "z T oar 1 g
ameaAt &1 fafa & gag § ey faeed oz
TE 9g=AT ST 9T, fAeg a8 avwEa: SAT &
1000 =5 arz & &1 154F wraredr @ oz
faaatt & # 1R & e feurq awg agdy awdy
H qHT-THT 9T AT @ ¢ | (g 50 ame s
qrwel S8 B 9T S R w1 e e
g 163 aredt § = qwe w7 famm
TERATT Fgfedl § F1=HA § A =A@ AR
gt & forg s 7 SA% @@y & foo oo
feam 1 =&t e ow | 1567 % agdt T a1
femtor gaT o2 e a1 TR &7

4, =gfedi st agar Seiifeq aomEm™
AT § A AT 9T I, Tg 2T 9
T T TA1% 2 6 AR ST F7 987 JqH-
faer 2 fo|d <@, o9 i wnfa-de 2.
gU Wl Wl GRS BE-%FG Thd @ | B
SUTHAT-TE & 9gY AT THRIE & qa8<
I STH-fee ST 3 SH-are faanr gaq
TF EIN T THAAT BT SFTHT FLAT L |

3. Thus was woven into the multi-
coloured fabric of Indian life still another
ethnic group. The first definite historical
mention of the Jews in Kerala occurs in
the famous Jewish copper plates on which
is recorded the gift of a village from a
local ruler to the settlers. The date of
these copper plates is not finally settled,
but probably they pertain to the period
around 1000 A.D. Till the 15th century,
Jews from abroad periodically visited this
prosperous settlement near Cranganore.
But other forces like the Moors and the
Portuguese came on the scene and destroy-
ed it in the 16th century. The Jews then
sought refuge in Cochin whose Hindu ruler
granted them a site for habitation. Here
was built the Jew Town in 1567 and the
Synagogue the next year.

4. The fact that an oft-persecuted
community like the Jews could find peace-
ful asylum in India symbolises the secular
character of our State where all commu-
nities can flourish regardless of colour,
creed or race. The P & T Department is
happy to associate itself with the four-hun-
dredth anniversary celebrations of the
Cochin Synagogue by issuing a commemo-
rative postage stamp on the occasion.
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Description of Design
The design of the stamp is vertical and
depicts inner view of a synagogue—a
worship place of Jewish People.
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TERMS OF SALE

Overseas orders, if placed with the
P. and T. Department, for the supply of
the new stamps and First Day Covers
should be addressed to the Indian Philatelic
Bureau, G.P.O., Bombay and be accom-
panied by a bank draft or crossed cheque
encashable in India.
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